 
 
BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 9th January 2025, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors McKillop, Edmunds, Ashdown, Glover, Bright and Cllr     
                     Steptoe (Chair).
 
Attending:    RFO Sally Faulkner 
                    Clerk Steph Raine 
                    District and County Cllr Steptoe 
                    District Councillor Mariott 
 
MINUTES 
163/24     The Chairman to declare the meeting open 
  163/24.1    The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.00 pm. 

164/24     To receive apologies for absence
 164/24.1    Apologies were received from Cllrs Efde and McPherson
 		 District Cllrs Williams and Myers.

165/24    To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s 	               Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government
	    	    Finance Act 1992
               165/24.1      All Councillors declared an interest as all trustees of Barling
               Magna Parish Hall. 
               165/24.2 	Councillors McKillop, Myers, Edmunds, Ashdown, Glover and   
               Steptoe declared a financial interest as parishioners. 
               165/24.3 	Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to
               the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the 
               right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the district and 
               County Council.
        
166/24    To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
166/24.1      Minutes of Meeting held 12th December 2024 proposed by Cllr McKillop and seconded by Cllr Edmunds. All Cllrs in agreement as a true record of the meeting.

167/24    The meeting will stand adjourned to permit parishioners of Barling 
               Magna to address the Council 
167/24.1   Cllr McKillop asked about broken book nook door. Clerk advised that she has spoken to Cllr Edmunds who will be getting this issue resolved.
167/24.2    Cllr Edmunds asked who owns the second shed behind the hall as it had a padlock on it. Clerk to message hall manager to ask. 




 
168/24   Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
168/24.1 	RFO presented payment requests for January 2025. Advised one addition to payments to add of £20.96 for hall managers expenses.
168/24.2    RFO advised as the bank statements have only just been received she does not have the reconciliations. 
168/24.3   Following the independent review panel report it was proposed by Cllr Edmunds and seconded by Cllr Efde that all elected councillors would have an annual allowance of £250 including chairman. This was passed with 5 votes for and one against. 
168/24.4    RFO presented the precept. The Precept was confirmed as £81,246 for the 2025/2026 financial year. All in agreement. 
168/24.5   After a unanimous agreement the Clerk and chairman signed the higher authority form. Clerk to scan and send to RFO to be included in the Council Tax calculation.
168/24.6    RFO advised on loans the council have. One due to end in 2027 and one to end in 2032.
168/24.7    RFO advised that she had looked into a booking system for the hall. Council agreed this was too expensive. 
168/24.8   Cllr Ashdown asked why the wildlife reserve electric was more expensive then the hall. Clerk to look into this with RFO. 

169/24    Clerks Report
		    169/24.1   Clerk showed Cllrs all updates on website at present. Clerk to
                add some more information over to site street. Notifications page add 
                upcoming events. 
169/24.2   Chairman requested he would like to join the training meeting for the website. 
169/24.3   Clerk asked Cllrs to send over some recent photos of themselves for the website. 
169/24.4   Cllr Steptoe asked for district details to be added to the website for Cllrs. 
              
170/24    Correspondence
170/24.1   Clerk read email of thanks from parishioner. Cllr Steptoe wished for minutes to say thank you from the Council to all that helped in the collection and making of the Christmas hampers. Clerk to send letters of thanks. 
170/24.2   Clerk read a card received from a recipient of a Christmas hamper.
                          
171/24    Committee Reports
               171/24.1    Finance Committee – no meeting held
               171/24.2    Wildlife Reserve Committee – no meeting held. 

172/24    Parish Hall 
               172/24.1   Cllr Steptoe advised that hall insurance has been paid. 
172/24.2    Cllr Edmunds advised they have a new fridge in the kitchen. 







               
                   
173/24    Projects
173/24.1   Scarecrow Competition – To May agenda   
    173/24.2   October Quiz – To July agenda 
             173/24.3   Photographic Competition – Clerk showed entries and Cllrs agreed on winners. Clerk to invite them to next months meeting.    
               173/24.4   Christmas Lights Competition – To October agenda  
               173/24.5   Citizen of the year – Cllrs picked winner. Clerk to contact.     
               173/24.6   Christmas Hampers – To Octobers agenda.
               173/24.7   Summer fair – To march agenda 
               
174/24   Planning Matters. 
              174/24.1   None Received. 

175/24   Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
              175/24.1   RHALC – Meeting to be held on the 16th January.
 
176/24   Street Lighting 
              176/24.2   None at this time. Clerk to send out sheet. 

177/24   To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the 
              area on any matters of interest
              177/24.1    District Cllr Marriott advised on the following matters: 
                              . community street market 
                              . Freight house
                              . April meeting achievement for football
                              . Rochford reception moved to library 
                              . Selling south street offices
                              . New leisure contract at Clements hall 
              177/24.2   District and County Cllr Steptoe advised of the following matters:
                             . Health scrutiny committee
                             . Southend hospital 
                             . Open reach survey works 
                             . Barrow hall road 
                             . ECC funding for cameo 
                             . Devolution meeting tomorrow 
   
178/24    At the chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 	   Meetings
             178/24.1   Full council meeting to be held on Thursday 13th February 2025 
             at 7pm.  
             178/24.2   Personnel Committee Meeting to be held on Monday 17th 
              February 2025 at 7pm. 


             

               


               





Exclusion of the press and public

		
179/24   Outstanding Items
              179/24.1   Outstanding items discussed. Cllrs happy with progress. 
179/24.2   Timesheets received
              179/24.3    The Parry – No updates
              179/24.4   Clerk advised on current charity matters 
              179/24.5   Appraisal date set to 20th January 2025 at 7pm clerk to email relevant people.

180/24   Personnel Committee   
              180/24.1   No meeting held.  
              


Meeting closed at 8:17 pm
        
  

 
