BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting for the Parish of Barling Magna, held on Thursday 8th May 2025, at the Barling Magna parish hall, commencing at 7.00pm.

Present:	Councillors Ashdown, Bright, Glover,McPherson, McKillop, Myers, Efde and district and county Cllr Steptoe

Apologies:	District Councillors Gooding and Myers and Cllr McPherson 

Attending:	Angela Marriott
 Sally Faulkner (RFO)
 Steph Rochester (Clerk)

MINUTES

1. The Chairman declared a one-minute silence in remembrance of those who served for V.E Day

2. The Chairman to open the meeting: 
In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, the Chairman of the Parish Council for 2024/2025 (or, if absent, the Vice-Chairman) shall preside. 
             2/25    Meeting opened at 7:02
 
3. To receive the minutes of the annual Parish Meeting held on 11th May 2023.
 3/25    Proposed by Cllr Efde, seconded by Cllr McKillop

4. To receive the annual report for the year 2023/2024 of the Chairman of Barling Magna Parish Council. 
4/25     Cllr Steptoe read out the report. 

5. To permit a member of the council to update on position within the Council. 
5/24     Not relevant to this meeting 

6. An opportunity for residents to raise any matters of interest or concern and to share ideas for the improvement of the quality of life of residents of the parish.
6/24     None present  

7. To close the meeting.
7/24    The Chairman thanked those present for attending and contributing. Then closed the meeting at 7.08 pm
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Chairmans annual report year end 8th May 2025

Good evening, everyone, 

It gives me great pleasure to present this year’s summary of achievements and activities across Barling Magna Parish. Thanks to the dedication of both Councillors and residents, we have seen continued progress and community spirit thrive throughout the year. 

One of our most notable improvements has been the addition of new equipment to the village play space. These much-needed enhancements have been warmly received by local families, providing a safe and enjoyable area for children to play and socialize. A very big thank you to Councilor Shirly Glover and Councilor Anne Ashdown for choosing the equipment and working with the contractor. Not forgetting Mr. Barry Ashdown for his hard work in tidying the play space along with councilors and of course our Clerk Steph for all her hard work arranging the funding. 

Our community events have once again brought people together. The Christmas lights competition sparked wonderful festive creativity and cheer, with many homes beautifully decorated. The Scarecrow competition, too, saw an impressive display of originality, bringing fun and a real sense of community involvement. My thanks to all those who helped with the judging. 

We are proud to honor a remarkable individual through the citizen of the year award. This recognition celebrates those who go above and beyond for the benefit of our parish, and we continue to be inspired by the dedication within our community and her post box toppers. 

Another significant milestone was the successful launch of the new Parish Council website. It offers improved access to information, meeting minutes, local updates and even details – enhancing our communication with residents. I know how many hours our Clerk Steph has spent on this. Well done and many thanks. 

Our commemoration of V.E Day, the best dressed house competition, will capture the spirit of remembrance and celebration. It will be heartening to see so many households participating in this special event by flying flags. The display in Barling Magna Church is brilliant and shows the history and contribution the villages made in the war. 

I would and I am sure members will join me in passing on thanks to Peter and his team of volunteers in the running and maintenance of the wildlife park and achieving the green flag award. 

A brief word on our Village Hall – a vital community asset. Throughout the year it has hosted a variety of events, meetings and activities, from private functions to local group sessions, continuing to serve as a welcoming hub for parish life. I am sure you will agree with me that a very big thank you goes to Gilly who looks after the hall to a very high standard and runs all the bookings. 

My personal thanks to Steph and Sally for all their hard work behind the scenes keeping the parish council in good order. 

And finally, thank you all for your support and commitment over the past year. Together, we have much to be proud of and look forward to building on these achievements in the months ahead. 
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