 
 
BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 8th May 2025, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors McKillop, Ashdown, Bright, McPherson, Glover, Myers    
                     Efde and Cllr Steptoe (Chair).
 
Attending:    Clerk Steph Raine 
                    District and County Cllr Steptoe 
                    District Councillor McPherson
                    District Councillor Mariott 
                    District Councillor Efde 
 
MINUTES 

8/25     Election of officeholders for the 2025/26 Council year and their 
            statutory declaration of acceptance. 
            8/25.1   Chair – All Cllrs unanimously voted for Cllr Steptoe as
            chairman. 
            8/25.2   Vice chair – All Cllrs unanimously voted for Cllr McKillop as Vice 
            chair. 

9/25     To receive apologies for absence
             9/25.1   Apologies were received from Cllr Edmunds and District Cllrs 
             Williams and Myers.

10/25    To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s 	                   
             Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government
	    	  Finance Act 1992
             10/25.1    All Councillors declared an interest as all trustees of Barling
              Magna Parish Hall. 
              10/25.2   Councillors McKillop, Glover, Myers, Ashdown, Bright and   
              Steptoe declared a financial interest as parishioners. 
              10/25.3   Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to
              the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the 
              right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the district and 
              County Council.
              10/25.4   Councillor Efde declared and interest in any matters relating to 
              the District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the right to 
              change his mind when the matter is considered by the district Council. 
              10/25.5   Councillor McPherson declared an interest in any matters
               relating to the District Council. In any planning matter she reserves the
               right to change her mind when the matter is considered by the District
               Council. 

              

11/25      To agree membership of internal and external committees for 2025 – 2026 (attached)
              
	Committee/ working party 
	Names of Cllrs 

	Finance Committee 
	Steptoe, Mckillop, Ashdown, Efde, Myers 

	Personnel Committee 
	Steptoe, McKillop, Edmunds, Ashdown, Efde

	Wildlfie Committee 
	Steptoe, McKillop, Edmunds, Bright, Efde, Myers, McPherson

	Funding working party 
	All Cllrs agreed to drop this working party to be picked up if and when needed. 


               11/25.2   It was proposed by Cllr McPherson to create a community 
                projects working group. Seconded by Cllr Steptoe. All in agreement. This 
                group will consist of Cllrs Steptoe, McKillop, McPherson, Bright and 
                Glover. 
                11/25.3   Cllr Steptoe proposed creating a parish plan working group.
                Seconded by Cllr Efde. This group will consist of Cllrs Steptoe, McKillop, 
                Efde, McPherson, Ashdown and Bright.  
        
12/25    To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
12/25.1      Minutes of Meeting held 10th April 2025 proposed by Cllr Ashdown and seconded by Cllr McPherson. All Cllrs in agreement as a true record of the meeting.

13/25    The meeting will stand adjourned to permit parishioners of Barling 
              Magna to address the Council 
              13/25.1   Cllr McPherson wishes to have miniated the Council recognised
              the sad passing of Mrs Ivy Knight; the Council commented on all her 
              achievements and send the condolences to her family and friends. The 
              Clerk is to write a letter of condolence to her family.  

14/25    Governance matters – to consider for approval
             14/25.1   The work program was agreed. 
             14/25.2   The dates were agreed by all Cllrs. Clerk to send out invites to all 
              meetings via teams. Clerk to send to hall manager. 
             14/25.3   RFO asked Cllrs if they wished to change bank signatories. Cllrs
              agreed to keep them the same. 












 
15/25    Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
             15/25.1   RFO presented payment requests to Cllrs. Proposed by Cllr 
             Ashdown, seconded by Cllr Efde. 
             15/25.2   RFO presented the reconciliations to Council. 
             15/25.3   RFO advised last meeting Council agreed to a 3-year rolling
             contract. Cllrs happy to proceed. RFO to send out updated version once 
             received. 
             15/25.4   RFO updated Council on the status of the annual audit. Cllrs happy
             with progress. RFO to send all documents to auditor. 
             15/25.5   RFO presented the reserves policy. Cllr Steptoe signed. Clerk to 
             add to website. 
             15/25.6   RFO presented ratified investments policy. 
        	  15/25.7   RFO presented ratified standing orders. RFO to send updated 
             version to all Cllrs. 
             15/25.8   RFO advised she has reviewed and updated the assets register. 
             This will be discussed further at the next Finance committee meeting. 
             15/25.9   RFO advised of utility deals she had received. Cllr Efde proposed
             to go ahead. Seconded by Cllr Ashdown.

16/25     Membership of Outside Bodies
              
	Outside bodies 
	Name of Cllrs 

	Rochford hundred association of local councils 
	Cllrs McPherson, Efde and Bright 

	Passenger Transport 
	Clerk to investigate if this still meets 

	Crime prevention/ Community police 
	Cllrs Edmunds, McKillop 

	Sea wall/ Flooding matters 
	Cllrs Brights and Edmunds 




17/25      Councillor training 
               17/25.1   Clerk presented the EALC training calendar for the upcoming
               year. Clerk reminded Cllrs if they wished to go to any training they must 
               email her. 



















18/25    Clerks Report
		   18/25.1   Cllr Steptoe advised of talks with ECC regarding the drainage
              issue at the play space. ECC are to identify where the missing manhole
              cover is and traffic lights will be placed along Little Wakering Road when 
              this is being done. 
              18/25.2   Clerk presented quotes for the tables in the hall. Cllrs agreed to go
              ahead with quote from Adexa. Clerk to order eight tables. Proposed by Cllr 
              Efde seconded by Cllr Ashdown. 
              18/25.3   Cllr Steptoe asked for assistance installing the salt bin on Mucking 
              Hall Road. Cllr Bright advised he would assist. Cllr Steptoe to contact. 
              18/25.4   Cllr Steptoe advised he wished this quote to be deferred to the 
              next meeting as they wish to sign the parry lease and add bins to that area 
              also. 
              18/25.5   Clerk presented quotes from Site Street for additional support for 
              the website. Cllrs all agreed to ad-hoc hours. Clerk to email company with 
              decision.  
              18/25.6   The parish plan group was created in minute 11/25.3. 
              18/25.7   Clerk presented quotes for sign instillation. Cllrs agreed to Sean
              O’neil quote. Clerk to contact and get dates for instillation. Proposed by Cllr
              Efde, seconded by Cllr McKillop. 

              
19/25    Correspondence
             19/25.1   The questionnaire for the parish plan was deferred to the working
             party meeting. 
                          
20/25    Committee Reports
             20/25.1   Finance Committee – Meeting held on the 24th April 2025. RFO
             sent Cllrs minutes.  
             20/25.2   RFO advised of an updated asset list for the wildlife reserve to do 
             a stock take. RFO to send to volunteer. 
             20/25.3   Wildlife Reserve Committee – no meeting held. Clerk to send
             out meeting dates. 

21/25     Parish Hall 
               21/25.1    Clerk advised Hall manager asked to have the windows cleaned. 
               Cllr Steptoe asked clerk to add in bus shelters to be cleaned also. Clerk to 
               get quotes and bring to the next meeting. 
               21/25.2   Clerk advised of accident books not meeting current regulations. 
               Clerk to order 5 accident books from first aid for less. Proposed by Cllr
               Ashdown seconded by Cllr Efde.              
                   










22/25     Projects
              22/25.1   Scarecrow Competition – Clerk advised poster is up on social 
              media sites and posters were given to Cllrs to distribute.   
   22/25.2   October Quiz – Clerk to check date booked for quiz. Clerk to add
   to July agenda.  
            22/25.3   Photographic Competition – Clerk to arrange poster and post on
            social media sites and website.      
              22/25.4   Christmas Lights Competition – Clerk to add to Septembers 
              Agenda.  
              22/25.5   Citizen of the year – Clerk to add to social media sites and 
              website.      
              22/25.6   Christmas Hampers – To Octobers agenda.
              22/25.7   Summer fair – Cllr McPherson to email dates so Clerk can
              advertise.
              22/25.8   VE Day – Cllrs will let Clerk know winners by the beginning of next 
              week. Clerk to announce on media sites. 
           
23/25    Planning Matters. 
              23/25.1   None received  

24/25    Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
              24/25.1   RHALC – Cllr Marriott and McPherson advised of ATF meeting 
              and RHLAC advising councils to be aware of asset registers. 

25/25    Street Lighting 
             25/25.1   Clerk to send list of streetlights to Cllrs. If any out Clerk to send to
             Contractors. 

26/25    To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the 
              area on any matters of interest
              26/25.1    District Cllr Marriott advised on the following matters: 
                              . Cameo 
                              . Church V.E Day presentation 
              26/25.2    District Cllr McPherson advised on the following matters: 
                               . Dementia bus at Clements hall on 21st May 
                               . Revive community supermarket 
              26/25.3   District Cllr Efde advised on the following matters: 
                               . RHLAC meeting to be held on 20th May 
              26/25.4   District and County Cllr Steptoe advised of the following matters:
                             . Footpath at Kimberly road.
              26/25.5   Cllr McPherson wished to have miniated that ECC should have
              railings repaired quickly due to parishioner safety. 
 
27/25    At the chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 	   Meetings
             27/25.1   Full council meeting to be held on Thursday 12th June 2025 
             at 7:00pm.  
             27/25.2   Finance Committee meeting to be held on Monday 2nd June 2025 
             at 7:00pm. 
             27/25.3   Clerk to get quotes for the car park at the hall.  
             
           


Exclusion of the press and public

		
28/25    Outstanding Items
              28/25.1   Outstanding items discussed. Cllrs happy with progress. 
28/25.2   Timesheets received
              28/25.3   The Parry – Cllr Steptoe advised the tree report for the parry came
              back. Most are low risk some are moderate. RDC have advised they will
              arrange the moderate risk trees. Cllrs advised they wished to have an
              amendment with agreement in lease before signing. RFO to arrange this.  
             

29/25   Personnel Committee   
              29/25.1   No meeting held.  
              


Meeting closed at 8:45 pm
        
  

 
