 
 
BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Monday 14th July 2025, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors McKillop, Bright, McPherson, Myers, Edmunds, Efde and     
                     Cllr Steptoe (Chair).
 
Attending:    Clerk Steph Raine 
                    RFO Sally Faulkner
                    District and County Cllr Steptoe 
                    District Councillor McPherson
                    District Councillor Efde
                     
 
MINUTES 

48/25   The Chair to declare the meeting open
            48/25.1   Chair opened meeting at 7:00pm. 
            48/25.2   Cllr Steptoe acknowledged and wished to send condolences to the 
            families and people involved in the recent plane accident at Southend airport. 

49/25    To receive apologies for absence
             49/25.1   Apologies were received from Cllr Glover, Ashdown and District 
             Cllrs Williams, Marriott and Myers 

50/25    To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s 	                   
             Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government
	    	  Finance Act 1992
             50/25.1    All Councillors declared an interest as all trustees of Barling
             Magna Parish Hall. 
             50/25.2   Councillors McKillop, Glover, Ashdown, Bright, McPherson and   
             Steptoe declared a financial interest as parishioners. 
             50/25.3   Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to
             the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the 
             right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the district and 
             County Council.
             50/25.4   Councillor McPherson declared an interest in any matters
             relating to the District Council. In any planning matter she reserves the
             right to change her mind when the matter is considered by the District
             Council. 
             50/25.5    Councillor Efde declared an interest in any matters relating to the 
             District Council. In any planning matters he reserves the right to change his 
             mind when the matter is considered by the District Council. 
             50/25.6   Cllr Edmunds declared an interest in the planning matter in minute
             50/25.7   The following Councillors declared and interest in the allowances 
             on the payment requests in minute 53/25.1 cllrs, Steptoe, Myers, Glover,
             Efde and Edmunds
        
51/25    To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
             51/25.1      Minutes of Meeting held 6th June 2025 proposed by Cllr McKillop 
             and seconded by Cllr McPherson. All Cllrs in agreement as a true record of
             the meeting.

52/25    The meeting will stand adjourned to permit parishioners of Barling 
              Magna to address the Council 
              52/25.1   Mrs Cohen arrived at 7:50pm 

53/25    Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
             53/25.1   RFO presented payment requests to Cllrs. Proposed by Cllr 
             Efde, seconded by Cllr Myers. 
             53/25.2   RFO presented the reconciliations to Council. 
             53/25.3   RFO presented list of direct debits to Council. 
             53/25.4   RFO due to the audit report not being received this has been
             deferred to the next council meeting. An extraordinary meeting has been set 
             for 30th July 2025 at 6:30pm. 
             53/25.5   RFO presented a report regarding an overdue payment to HMRC. 
             RFO assured Council that this payment has been made. A recommendation 
             has been made by the RFO to make this payment via direct debit. Proposed 
             by Cllr McKillop and seconded by Cllr Myers. 
             53/25.6   RFO presented a report regarding signatories for the nationwide 
             account. Cllrs wish to keep these the same. 


54/25    Clerks Report
		   54/25.1   Clerk presented quotes for the windows and bus shelter cleaning. 
              Council asked for quotes on headed paper. Clerk to arrange this. Cllrs 
              asked for clerk to check prices for a quarterly rolling basis. Clerk to bring 
              this to next meeting. 
              54/25.2   The signatories were spoken about during the finance section of 
              the meeting.  
              54/25.3   Clerk asked Cllrs if they would allow her to go on an asset training 
              course. Cllr Steptoe advised he wishes to attend this too. All in agreement. 
              Proposed by Cllr McKillop and seconded by Cllr Edmunds. Clerk to check 
              dates and book training. 
              
Resident M.Cohen joined the meeting and RFO Sally Faulkner left meeting. 

55/25    Correspondence
             55/25.1   Clerk advised of email received from Danielle Belton Leader of 
             Rochford District Council. Cllrs happy to have her at next meeting. Clerk to 
             invite. 
             55/25.2   Clerk advised of email received from District Cllr McPherson. Cllr 
             McPherson advised of her involvement with RCCE and asked council to 
             consider becoming a member. 
                          
56/25    Committee Reports
             56/25.1   Finance Committee – no meeting held  
             56/25.2   Wildlife Reserve Committee – no meeting held  




57/25     Parish Hall 
               57/25.1   Cllr Steptoe advised one of the windows in the hall does not 
               open. Clerk to get quotes for this to be fixed. 
               57/25.2   Cllr Steptoe advised of bush growing next to the bush shelter at      
               the hall. Clerk to contact grounds maintenance to get this removed.
               57/25.3   Cllr Steptoe advised of the cctv not working correctly. Cllr 
               Edmunds asked if he could have the cctv added to his phone. Clerk to 
               investigate GDPR rules around this.      
               57/25.4   Cllr Steptoe asked for update on carpark. Clerk advised awaiting 
               some replies on updated prices. RFO advised to put on company’s house.  
               57/25.5   Cllr Steptoe advised the Citizen of the year and freedom of the
               parish board needs updating. Clerk to bring quote to next meeting.    
               57/25.6   Cllr Edmunds advised of new flag needed at the hall. Clerk to 
               order this.   

58/25     Projects
              58/25.1   Scarecrow Competition – Cllrs circulated posters.    
   58/25.2   October Quiz – Clerk to email Mandy regarding this.  
            58/25.3   Photographic Competition – Cllrs circulated posters.
              58/25.4   Christmas Lights Competition – Clerk to add to Septembers 
              Agenda.  
              58/25.5   Citizen of the year – Cllrs circulated posters.    
              58/25.6   Christmas Hampers – To Octobers agenda.
              58/25.7   Summer Lunch – Cllr McPherson advised the event went well and 
              that she wishes to propose to book this in for the next 3 years. Seconded by 
              Cllr Bright. 
              
59/25    Planning Matters. 
              59/25.1   25/00125/FUL – 5a Church road, Barling Magna – No
              comments to be made. 

60/25    Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
              60/25.1   RHALC – Meeting to be held on Thursday 17th July 
              60/25.2   Airport meeting – Cllr Steptoe advised of meeting held. Three fines 
              have been given to pilots. £1500 ready to be given to charities. 

61/25    Street Lighting 
             61/25.1   No lights to report. 














62/25    To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the 
              area on any matters of interest
              62/25.1    District Cllr McPherson advised on the following matters: 
                              . Chairmans role 
                              . Events
                              . Thanks to Barling Magna Parish Council for use of the hall 
                              . Mental health Charity mind- men and teenage mental health 
              62/25.2    District Cllr Efde advised on the following matters: 
                               . Business of the year award
                               . Car parks 
                               . Freight house 
              62/25.4   District and County Cllr Steptoe advised of the following matters:
                             . Planning policy 
                             . Planning committee 
                             . Road closures 
                             . One network 
                             . Local highways panel
                             . Planning applications 
                             . A12 and A120 project 
                             . LGR local government reform

63/25    At the chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 	   Meetings
             63/25.1   Full council meeting to be held on Thursday 14th August 2025 
             at 7:00pm.  
             
             




Cllr Steptoe suspended the full council meeting at 8:19pm to start the AGM for the Charity. 

Cllr Steptoe resumed the full council meeting at 8:37pm.




















Exclusion of the press and public

		
64/25    Outstanding Items
              64/25.1   Outstanding items discussed. Cllrs happy with progress. 
64/25.2   Timesheets received
              64/25.3   The Parry – Cllr Steptoe asked clerk to check insurance. 
             

65/25   Personnel Committee   
            65/25.1    Clerk presented personnel minutes to council. Mike advised of 
            Staffing matters. Cllr Efde proposed Cllrs Steptoe and McKillop to deal with 
            This. Seconded by Cllr McPherson. 
              


Meeting closed at 8:45 pm
        
  

 
