                                BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Monday 14th August 2025, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors McKillop, Bright, McPherson, Myers, Edmunds, Efde, 
                    Glover and Cllr Steptoe (Chair).
 
Attending:    Clerk Steph Raine 
                    RFO Sally Faulkner
                    District and County Cllr Steptoe 
                    District Councillor McPherson
                    District Councillor Efde
                     
 
MINUTES 

66/25   The Chair to declare the meeting open
            66/25.1   Before the meeting commenced Leader of RDC Dannielle Belton 
            visited the parish council to discuss the following matters, LGR, Assets and 
            policies. Clerk to send an email of thanks. 
            66/25.2   Chairman opened the meeting at 7:03pm.

67/25    To receive apologies for absence
             67/25.1   Apologies were received from Cllr Ashdown and District 
             Cllrs Williams, Marriott and Myers 

68/25    To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s 	                   
             Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government
	    	  Finance Act 1992
             68/25.1    All Councillors declared an interest as all trustees of Barling
             Magna Parish Hall. 
             68/25.2   Councillors McKillop, Glover, Ashdown, Bright, McPherson and   
             Steptoe declared a financial interest as parishioners. 
             68/25.3   Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to
             the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the 
             right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the district and 
             County Council.
             68/25.4   Councillor McPherson declared an interest in any matters
             relating to the District Council. In any planning matter she reserves the
             right to change her mind when the matter is considered by the District
             Council. 
             68/25.5    Councillor Efde declared an interest in any matters relating to the 
             District Council. In any planning matters he reserves the right to change his 
             mind when the matter is considered by the District Council. 
             68/25.6   Cllr Edmunds declared an interest in the correspondence 
             regarding Lynda Edmunds minute 73/25.4   
             68/25.7   Cllr McKillop declared an interest in the window cleaner quotes 
             and the planning matter in the minutes of 72/25.1, 77/25.1   

        
69/25    To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
             69/25.1      Minutes of Meeting held 14th July 2025 proposed by Cllr McKillop 
             and seconded by Cllr Edmunds. All Cllrs in agreement as a true record of
             the meeting.

70/25    The meeting will stand adjourned to permit parishioners of Barling 
              Magna to address the Council 
              70/25.1   None present

71/25    Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
             71/25.1   RFO presented payment requests for August 2025 to Cllrs. 
             Proposed by Cllr McKillop, seconded by Cllr Myers. Unanimously Agreed 
             71/25.2   RFO presented the reconciliations up to July 2025 to Council. 
             71/25.3   RFO presented list of July 2025 bacs payments to Council.

72/25    Clerks Report
		   72/25.1   Clerk presented three quotes for the windows and bus shelter
              cleaning. Council happy to go ahead with Rob’s window cleaning quote of 
              £120. Proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr McKillop.
              Clerk to arrange and review annually. 	
              72/25.2   Clerk asked for additional hours to bring the website up to date.      	   Cllrs agreed on 4 hours per week for 3 months to be reviewed after 2 	 	   months. Proposed by Cllrs Efde, seconded by Cllr Edmunds. Unanimously	   agreed 
              72/25.3   Cllr Steptoe advised of the drainage issue at the playspace. ECC
              have found the manhole covers and found the blockage. Cllr Steptoe 
             advised of cost to investigate this issue. Cllr Glover asked how much it 
             would be to just re-pipe/replace. Cllr Steptoe to ask for quote and bring back
             to next full council meeting. RFO to check if funds are available. To be 
             discussed further in Finance committee meeting.  

73/25    Correspondence
             73/25.1   Clerk advised of email received regarding Parish plans. Clerk 
             advised against the parish plan taking place due to cost to parishioners. 
             Cllrs agreed to review in a few months if they had any interest. Council to 
             become members of the RCCE at £80. Proposed by Cllr Steptoe seconded 
             by Cllr Efde. Unanimously Agreed
             73/25.2   Clerk advised of email regarding Parish public right of way, 
             regarding parishes to carry out work in their community on a voluntary basis.
             Cllr Steptoe advised of parishes taking over the maintenance of their 
             highways. Cllrs unanimously voted against. 
             73/25.3   Clerk showed Cllrs email from basic Essex for information. Clerk to 
             summarise and bring to next full council meeting.  
             73/25.4   Clerk presented email from Lynda Edmunds regarding additional 
             use of the hall. Cllrs agreed to 1hour and a half for revive supermarket. 
             Clerk to email hall manager to update her on decision. 
                          
74/25    Committee Reports
             74/25.1   Finance Committee – meeting set for 28th August 2025 at 7pm
             74/25.2   Wildlife Reserve Committee – meeting set for 8th September 2025
             at 7pm  

75/25     Parish Hall 
               75/25.1   Clerk advised of email sent via Cllr Ashdown regarding the lock 
               on the hall outside tap. Clerk to investigate this. Cllr Bright advised he may 
               be able to fix this issue. Cllr Bright to advise clerk if he does this. 

76/25     Projects
              76/25.1   Scarecrow Competition – no updates   
    76/25.2   October Quiz – Clerk to email Mandy regarding this.  
            76/25.3   Photographic Competition – no updates
              76/25.4   Christmas Lights Competition – Clerk to add to Septembers 
              Agenda.  
              76/25.5   Citizen of the year – no updates     
              76/25.6   Christmas Hampers – To Octobers agenda.
              76/25.7   Summer Lunch – no updates 
              76/25.8   VJ Day – Cllr McPherson and Edmunds advised of good day had
              by all. Cllrs had unanimously agreed at the last meeting for the Council to 
              cover the cost of the entertainment. Clerk to bring to next agenda if they
              can arrange this every year. 
              
77/25    Planning Matters. 
              77/25.1   25/00513/LBC – Little Wakering Hall – No
              comments to be made. 

78/25    Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
              60/25.1   RHALC – No meeting held 
              
79/25    Street Lighting 
             79/25.1   Cllr Glover to email clerk with address.

80/25    To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the 
              area on any matters of interest
              80/25.1    District Cllr McPherson noting to report 
              80/25.2    District Cllr Efde nothing to report
              80/25.4   District and County Cllr Steptoe advised of the following matters:
                             . LGR – Local Government Reform
                             . Planning – Biodiversity
                             . Hall Road

81/25    At the chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 	   Meetings
             81/25.1   Full council meeting to be held on Thursday 11th September 2025 
             at 7:00pm.  
             81/25.2   Finance meeting to be held on Thursday 28th August 2025 at 
             7:00pm.
             81/25.3   Wildlife Reserve Committee Meeting to be held on Monday 8th 
             September 2025 at 7pm.

             
             




Exclusion of the press and public

		
82/25    Outstanding Items
              82/25.1   Outstanding items discussed. Cllrs happy with progress. 
82/25.2   Timesheets received

83/25    Other items to discuss
              83/25.1   The Parry and playspace insurance – Clerk to agree to terms of premium being a total of £464 per month. Proposed by Cllr Steptoe seconded by Cllr Efde. Clerk to check if drainage issue falls under our insurance. 
              83/25.2   Cllr Steptoe advised of audit response, Cllrs to go through it in 
              more detail at finance meeting.
              83/25.3   Cllr McKillop reminded Cllrs that they are summonsed to meetings and that apologies should be given via the clerk. 
             
84/25   Personnel Committee   
              84/25.1    RFO presented report of salary increase of 3.2% for all staff and it is backdated to 1st April 2025.  The back payments will be made in September 2025.
84/25.2    RFO advised of New RFO (ET) is taking over her role on 1st September the pay scale of 15 was proposed by Cllr Steptoe and seconded by Cllr McKillop unanimously agreed. 
84/25.3      It was noted that the Clerk did not receive an uplift in salary upon appointment, it was therefore proposed by Cllr Steptoe and seconded by Cllr Efde that she be placed on Level 10 and this be backdated to 1st April 2025.  Unanimously agreed.
               84/25.4    SF will be leaving the RFO role on 31st August 2025 but it was proposed by Cllr Steptoe and seconded by Cllr McKillop that she be retained on a Zero hours contract to be available for mentoring as and when needed. All Cllrs in agreement. 
              


Meeting closed at 8:25 pm
        
  

 
