                                BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Monday 11th September 2025, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors McKillop, Ashdown, Glover and Cllr Steptoe (Chair).
 
Attending:    RFO Emma Terris
                    RFO Sally Faulkner (Minutes)
                    District and County Cllr Steptoe 
                    District Councillor Marriott
                                         
 
MINUTES 

84/25   The Chair to declare the meeting open
            84/25.1   Chairman opened the meeting at 7:03pm.

85/25    To receive apologies for absence
             85/25.1   Apologies were received from Cllr Myers, Efde, Edmunds, Bright 	  and McPherson and District Cllrs Williams, and Myers 

86/25    To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s 	                   
             Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government
	    	  Finance Act 1992
             86/25.1    All Councillors declared an interest as all trustees of Barling
             Magna Parish Hall. 
             86/25.2   Councillors McKillop, Glover, Ashdown, and Steptoe declared a 	  financial interest as parishioners. 
             86/25.3   Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to
             the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the 
             right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the district and 
             County Council.
        
87/25    To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
87/25.1      Minutes of Meeting held 14th August 2025 proposed by Cllr 	     McKillop and seconded by Cllr Ashdown. All Cllrs in agreement as a true record of the meeting.

88/25    Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
              88/25.1   Cllr McKillop advised that complaints had been received regarding 	   overgrown weeds by the Dog & Salt Bins in the lane by Barling Church.  It	   was unanimously agreed to ask Steve to cut them back.  

89/25    Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
             89/25.1   RFO presented payment requests for September 2025 to Cllrs. 
             Proposed by Cllr McKillop, seconded by Cllr Ashdown. Unanimously Agreed 
             89/25.2   RFO presented the reconciliations up to August 2025 to Council. 
             89/25.3   RFO presented list of August 2025 bacs payments to Council.
		  89/25.4   Dog bins for the Parry 2 and Playspace 1 to be ordered.

90/25    Clerks Report
		   90/25.1   The quote for the weeding at the Hall £40 was unanimously 	  	   agreed.
	             90/25.2   It was reported that the light outside the hall has been repaired.
             90/25.3   The Asset training was deferred to next meeting, although the WLR 	  was raised and suggested we contact Southend City Council.
		  90/25.4   Quote received for moving CCTV internally to shelf at £180 + VAT 	  proposed by Cllr Steptoe and seconded by Cllr Ashdown all agreed.  To be 	  done as soon as possible.

91/25    Correspondence
             91/25.1   Basic Essex are requesting donations toward their £63,000 annual 	  budget. It was proposed by Cllr Ashdown and seconded by Cllr Glover that 	  we donate £50, all agreed. 
                          
92/25    Committee Reports
             92/25.1   Finance Committee – Minutes not circulated so deferred to next 	  meeting.  
             92/25.2   Wildlife Reserve Committee – Cllr KcKillop gave an overview of the 	  meeting on  8th September 2025.  It was proposed by Cllr Steptoe and 	  	  seconded by Cllr Ashdown to purchase cockleshells at £200 for 12 tonnes, 	  up to £50 for notices and earmark up to £200 for a roller to hired.  All agreed 
	  92/25.3  Volunteers to be consulted on type of roller required.
	  92/25.3  Clerk to contact P Shaw with an update on the fairy garden.

93/25     Parish Hall 
               93/25.1   Bodpaving is being investigate and quotes obtained.

94/25     Projects
              94/25.1   Scarecrow Competition – one entry, rethink this for next year.   
    94/25.2   October Quiz – It was agreed to move this to 29th Novemeber.  
            94/25.3   Photographic Competition – no updates
              94/25.4   Christmas Lights Competition – confirmed £847 in budget for this and hampers.
              94/25.5   Citizen of the year – deferred to next meeting     
              94/25.6   Christmas Hampers – To Octobers agenda.
              94/25.7   Summer Lunch – Cllr McPererson to update in October. 
                            
95/25    Planning Matters. 
             95/25.1   No applications received but Cllr Steptoe remined meeting that 	  	  anyone can object to any application they do not have to live in the parish. 

96/25    Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
              96/25.1   RHALC – No meeting held however they are supporting those 	 	   trying to bring forward neighbourhood plans.
              
97/25    Street Lighting 
             97/25.1   Cllrs will email clerk direct.



98/25    To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the 
              area on any matters of interest
              98/25.1    District Cllr Marriott reported on the local Dementia Café and Local Government Reform. 
              98/25.4   District and County Cllr Steptoe advised of the following matters:
                             . LGR – Local Government Reform
                             . Planning Policy
		        .  Fly tipping.
                             . The Parking Partnership

99/25    At the chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 	   Meetings
             99/25.1   Full council meeting to be held on Thursday 9th October 2025 
             at 7:00pm.  
             99/25.2   Finance meeting to be held on Thursday 30th October 2025 at 
             7:00pm, subject to confirmation from Finance Chair
             
.
      
             





Exclusion of the press and public

		
100/25    Outstanding Items
              100/25.1   Outstanding items discussed. Cllrs happy with progress. 
100/25.2   Timesheets received

101/25    Other items to discuss
              101/25.1   The Parry lease has now been signed and sent to Rochford District Council, awaiting their confirmation.
             
102/25   Personnel Committee   
                102/25.1    Personnel Committee requested, date to be agreed following             consultation with chair.


Meeting closed at 8:09 pm
        
  

 
