                                BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Monday 13th November 2025, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors McKillop, Glover, Ashdown, Myers, Bright, McPherson and Cllr Steptoe (Chair).
 
Attending:    RFO Emma Terris
                    Clerk Steph Raine 
                    District and County Cllr Steptoe 
                    District Councillor McPherson
                                         
 
MINUTES 

122/25   The Chair to declare the meeting open
              122/25.1   Chairman opened the meeting at 7:00pm.

123/25   The Chairman to announce the winners of the scarecrow competition 
               2025
               123/25.2   Chairman announced winners and gave gifts and certificate. 
               Clerk to add photos to social media. 

124/25    To receive apologies for absence
               124/25.1   Apologies were received from Cllr, Edmunds Cllr and district Cllr 
                Efde and District Cllrs Williams, Marriott and Myers 

125/25    To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s	               Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government
	    	    Finance Act 1992
              125/25.1    All Councillors declared an interest as trustees of Barling
               Magna Parish Hall. 
               125/25.2   Councillors McKillop, Myers, Glover, Ashdown, Bright, 
               McPherson and Steptoe declared a financial interest as parishioners. 
               125/25.3   Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to
               the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the 
               right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the district and 
               County Council
               125/25.4    Councillor McPherson declared an interest in any matters 
               relating to the District Council. In any planning matter, she reserves the 
               right to change her mind when the matter is considered by the district       
               council.
               125/25.5    Councillor McPherson declared an interest in the matter relating
               to minute 130/25.5.
               125/25.6   Cllr Steptoe declared an interest in the matter relating to minute 
                133/25.6.



        
126/25    To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
  126/25.1      Minutes of Meeting held 10th October 2025 proposed by Cllr   
  McPherson and seconded by Cllr Ashdown. All Cllrs in agreement as a true   
  record of the meeting.

127/25    Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
              127/25.1   Cllr McKillop wished to send thanks to Cllrs Myers, McPherson, 
              Bright and Steptoe for placing the Remembrance Day items around the 
              parish. 

128/25    Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
             128/25.1   RFO presented payment requests for November 2025 to Cllrs. 
             Proposed by Cllr McKillop, seconded by Cllr Myers. Unanimously Agreed 

              Payments Authorised 09/11/2025
	Supplier
	Description
	Amount

	Spearpoint and son ltd
	Shell footpath 
	£200.00

	Starboard systems ltd
	Software system licences  
	£673.92

	Peter Shaw 
	Equipment
	£152.34

	Gilly Gates 
	Expenses
	£33.19

	Expenses 
	RFO
	£68.15

	W&H Romac 
	Street Lighting 
	£431.52

	S Raine, G Gates, E Terris 
	Staff Salaries 
	£2,482.76

	Essex Pension Fund
	Pension Contributions
	£593.30

	British Gas 
	Electric 
	£56.99



             128/25.2   RFO presented the reconciliations up to November 2025 to 
             Council. 
             128/25.3   RFO advised this no longer needs to be on the agenda. 
		  128/25.4   RFO advised of increasing prices to streetlights. Cllrs in
             unanimous agreement. 
             

129/25    Clerks Report
		   129/25.1   Clerk advised of training sessions and CILCA training booked in. 
              Cllrs happy to proceed. Clerk to look into bursary once completed. 
	             129/25.2   Clerk presented the noticeboards quote. Council agreed Cllr 
              Bright will add the board to the wall in the hall. 









             
130/25    Correspondence
              130/25.1   Clerk presented the email regarding neighbourhood plans to
              Council. Clerk advised Council a full neighbourhood plan would not be 
              needed. Cllr McPherson proposed a meeting with RCCE clerk to invite 
              Sutton pc and GW pc for a small talk. 
              130/25.2   Clerk presented email regarding freedom of information. Clerk
              advised she has answered email and sent them to the website where all 
              information is available. 
              130/25.3   Clerk presented email regarding potholes and Council felt as this 
               was ECC’s duty they would not go ahead at this time. 
              130/25.4   Clerk presented email from basic heart explaining this was a 
              thank you for the donation given by the Council last month. 
              130/25.5   Clerk presented email regarding the freight house. Clerk to email 
               back and state the Council wishes to have more information. 
               130/25.6   Clerk presented email regarding smart meters at the BWR. 
               Council in unanimous agreement against this. Clerk to email back Council 
               decision. 
               130/25.7   Clerk presented email received regarding frost fayre. Clerk to 
               email back as all Council agreed to let them use hall free of charge. 
               130/25.8   Cllr Steptoe explained email received from RDC regarding 
                governance review. Cllr Steptoe advised that we have a choice and should 
                bring this as a full discussion to the next full council meeting. Giving Cllrs a 
                chance to think about what they wish to do. 
               130/25.9    Cllr Steptoe advised of an email received by Drainage 
               company. Clerk to add this to next agenda. 
                          
131/25    Committee Reports
             131/25.1   Finance Committee – Clerk advised of next meeting on 24th 
              November 2025.
             131/25.2   Wildlife Reserve Committee – Cllr Steptoe wished to make it 
              known and congratulate all volunteers on their hard work at the BWR. The 
              Council in full agreement that the volunteers do a great job. 
	  131/25.3   Clerk to contact P Shaw with an update on the fairy garden.
             

132/25     Parish Hall 
               132/25.1   Cllr Ashdown advised of padlock for tap too big. Cllrs in 
               agreement for Cllr Ashdown to buy new padlock to fit and for Council to 
               reimburse. 
               132/25.2   Cllr Ashdown also advised of small fence near flowers broken so 
               husband will repair when he has the time.  
               132/25.3   Cllr Steptoe and Bright advised of leak found on radiator in the 
                hall. Cllr Bright believes he has resolved the issue. Will keep check on 
                boiler pressure.
                132/25.3   Cllr Bright advised of heat being lost due to items being placed
                down the back of rads in hall. Cllrs agreed in springtime to take the covers 
                off and clean.  
                132/25.4   Clerk advised of condition of book nook. Cllr Steptoe proposed 
                moving it out of the weather to the front door. Cllr Glover asked if we could 
                place in the bus stop. Cllr Glover stated she will investigate this. 


133/25     Projects
              133/25.1   Scarecrow Competition – Clerk to investigate and create a new
              competition. Possibly Halloween themed. 
    133/25.2   November Quiz – Clerk advised of posters. Cllr McKillop advised of numbers so far and prizes donated. 
            133/25.3   Photographic Competition – Clerk advised of some entries.
              133/25.4   Christmas Lights Competition – Clerk to send out poster. 
              133/25.5   Citizen of the year – Clerk advised of one entry and Cllr Myers to 
              send Clerk another.   
              133/25.6   Christmas Hampers – Clerk advised awaiting updated electoral roll. 
              133/25.7   Summer Lunch – Cllr McPherson advised of next years event. 
              133/25.8   Clerk to investigate new community events for the upcoming 
              year. Possible public engagement.
                            
134/25    Planning Matters. 
             134/25.1   25/00714/FUL – 9 the Crofts Little wakering Road – No 
             comments to be made. 

135/25    Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
              135/25.1   RHALC – Awaiting Minutes. 
              
136/25    Street Lighting 
             136/25.1   Cllr McKillop advised of streetlight outside Pebbles. Clerk to send 
              to vendor. 

137/25    To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the 
              area on any matters of interest
              137/25.1    District Cllr McPherson advised of the following matters: 
· Citizen of the year awards 
· Christmas Cards Competition 
· Christmas carol service 
· March Civic Dinner  
· Fundraiser   
              137/25.3   District and County Cllr Steptoe advised on the following matters: 
· LGR
· Barrow hall road 
· Footpath at LWR – Kimberly Road

138/25    At the chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 	   Meetings
             138/25.1   Full council meeting to be held on Thursday 11th December 2025 
             at 7:00pm.  
             138/25.2   Wildlife Committee meeting to be held on Monday 1st December  
             2025 at 7:00pm.
             138/25.3   Finance Committee meeting to be held on Monday 24th 
             November 2025 at 7:30pm. 
             138/25.4   Risk assessments and asset register to be added to next agenda. 
             
             
.
      
             
                                Exclusion of the press and public

		
139/25    Outstanding Items
              139/25.1   Clerk presented worksheet. All Cllrs happy with progress.  
139/25.2   Timesheets received

140/25    Other items to discuss
              140/25.1   Clerk advised of contact with legal team at RDC. Cllr Steptoe asked clerk to advise if no contact has been made. 
              140/25.2   Chairman signed all policies. Clerk to scan and place onto website. 
               140/25.3   RFO advised of final AGAR report and explained what her and Clerk are putting into place for next audit. 
               140/25.4   RFO presented a rough draft of the budget for next year to be taken over to finance meeting. 
             
141/25   Personnel Committee   
                141/25.1    Personnel committee – no meeting held 


Meeting closed at 8:32 pm
        
  

 
