


BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE BARLING MAGNA WILDLIFE RESERVE COMMITTEE meeting held on Monday 1st December 2025 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Little Wakering Road, Barling Magna, Essex 


Present: -	Councillors McKillop, McPherson, Efde and Myers  

In attendance: -       Mr Shaw (Volunteer) 

Admin -	Clerk – Steph Raine  

MINUTES

21/25    The Chair to declare the meeting open
	     21/25.1   The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.00 p.m.
	
22/25     To receive and accept apologies for absence
              22/25.1   Apologies received from Cllrs Edmunds, Bright and Steptoe. All 
              Cllrs present accept reasons for absence.  

23/25    To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s     
             Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government  
             Finance Act 1992.
             23/25.1	   All Councillors declared an interest as trustees of Barling Magna 	     Parish Hall. 
	     23/25.2   Councillors Myers, McPherson and McKillop declared an interest 
              as parishioners.
	   
24/25   To agree the Minutes of the Wildlife Committee held on 8th September           	    2025
      24/25.1   The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. Proposed by
      Cllr McKillop seconded by Cllr McPherson. 

25/25     Parishioners of Barling Magna may address the Meeting.
       25/25.1	   Cllr McPherson stated that people are enjoying the wildlife reserve 
       and thanks, the volunteers for their hard work. 

26/25   Volunteers Matters 
	    26/25.1   Mr Shaw advised of the passing of one of the volunteers and stated
            the funeral was lovely and a fitting tribute to the volunteer. The Council 
            wishes to send condolences to the family of said volunteer. 
            26/25.2    Mr Shaw advised of new volunteer starting at the reserve and a 
            possible second volunteer starting who uses computer aided design, he 
            wishes to utilise this for the bike shed. 




27/25    Equipment and Expenditure
            27/25.1    Cllr Efde reported on the budget that has been set for next year. 
            Head volunteer happy with the budgets set. Total of £9180.
            27/25.2    Mr Shaw advised the family of Ivy Knight who passed would like to 
            replace a noticeboard at the reserve. Clerk to take this as a recommendation 
            to Full council. 
            27/25.3    Cllr Efde questioned the electric bill at the reserve. Mr Shaw to 
            send pictures of meter to Clerk.
            27/25.4    Mr Shaw asked when the next tree assessment was due. Clerk to
            investigate and book in once bringing recommendation to full council. 
            27/25.5    Mr Shaw advised of some tools and fence panels needed. Clerk 
            advised to send her the quotes and she will get these agreed at the next 
            meeting. 
            27/25.6    Mr Shaw asked if the council would allow the purchase of some 
            winter hats for the volunteers. Clerk to investigate getting them branded and 
            bring to full council. 

28/25   Current Topics
           28/25.1	 Information board – Head volunteer stated that with new CAD 
           volunteer starting soon he will have an update then.  
           28/25.2   Pathway – Mr Shaw advised the pathway is mostly laid. On the Facebook page of the wildlife reserve there have been a few negative comments but mostly they have received positive feedback regarding the pathway. 12 more tons needed. Clerk to email vendor and ask for price and dates of delivery. 
           28/25.3    Fairy Garden – Mr Shaw advised he has received no contact from vendor. He will chase this up. There are concerns that this will be damaged or added to which the committee feels they do not want. 
           28/25.4    Cllrs spoke about possible change of name of the pond for the volunteer who passed, or plaques with the names of all volunteers in the barn. Clerk to bring this to full council for agreement. Proposed budget of £50. 
           28/25.5    Cllr McKillop advised of buying wine and biscuits for the volunteers. Committee in agreement. Clerk to bring to full council. Proposed budget of £75.
         
29/25   To note the date of the next meeting
            29/25.1   Clerk presented next meeting date and most Cllrs advised they are   
            away. Due to not being quorate Clerk changed date to 10th March 2026. Clerk 
            to cancel date on email and send new one out. 



The Chair declared the meeting closed at 19.50 thanking members and volunteers for their attendance.
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