                                BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Monday 11th December 2025, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors McKillop, Glover, Ashdown, Myers, Efde and Cllr Steptoe (Chair).
 
Attending:    RFO Emma Terris
                    Clerk Steph Raine 
                    District and County Cllr Steptoe 
                    District Councillor Efde
                    District Councillor Marriott arrived at 7:22pm
                                         
 
MINUTES 

142/25   The Chair to declare the meeting open
              142/25.1   Chairman opened the meeting at 7:02pm.

143/25    To receive apologies for absence
               143/25.1   Apologies were received from Cllr, Edmunds, Cllr Bright, Cllr and
               district Cllr McPherson and District Cllrs Williams and Myers 

144/25    To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s	               Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government
	    	    Finance Act 1992
              144/25.1    All Councillors declared an interest as trustees of Barling
               Magna Parish Hall. 
               144/25.2   Councillors McKillop, Myers, Glover, Ashdown, and Steptoe
               declared a financial interest as parishioners. 
               144/25.3   Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to
               the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the 
               right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the district and 
               County Council
               144/25.4    Councillor Efde declared an interest in any matters 
               relating to the District Council. In any planning matter, he reserves the 
               right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the district       
               council.
               144/25.5    Councillors Steptoe, McKillop, glover and Ashdown declared an 
                interest in matters relating to payments. 
               
        
145/25    To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
  145/25.1      Minutes of Meeting held 13th November 2025 proposed by Cllr   
  Steptoe and seconded by Cllr Ashdown. All Cllrs in agreement as a true   
  record of the meeting.

146/25    Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
              146/25.1   Cllr Ashdown advised of a fast driver within the parish. Cllr 
               Steptoe advised to take note of number plate and report to police. 

147/25    Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
             147/25.1   RFO presented payment requests for December 2025 to Cllrs. 
             Proposed by Cllr Ashdown, seconded by Cllr Efde. Unanimously Agreed 

              Payments Authorised 11/12/2025
	Supplier
	Description
	Amount

	The Big Lunch
	Community Events  
	£600.00

	Maintenance 
	Grounds Maintenance   
	£308.68

	Mow lawn and bins  
	Grounds Maintenance 
	£308.68

	Maintenance  
	Grounds Maintenance 
	£40.00

	Milage/parking 
	RFO
	£11.88

	Training
	Staff Training EALC 
	£351.60

	Bird seed 
	Peter wlr
	£67.94

	Christmas Hampers
	Community Events 
	£58.72

	Christmas Hampers  
	Community Events  
	£128.08

	Pension
	Pension
	£584.81

	Hall Manager Salary 
	G.Gates
	£511.20

	RFO
	E.Terris
	£435.60

	PAYE/NIC
	HMRC
	£580.30

	Clerk 
	S.Raine
	£1598.36

	Village hall 
	Plants 
	£19.00

	Administration 
	Pension 
	£8.49

	Milage/Parking 
	S.Raine
	£86.56



             147/25.2   RFO presented the reconciliations up to December 2025 to 
             Council. Cllr Efde asked if all reconciliations were equal. RFO advised they 
              were. 
             147/25.3   RFO advised of draft budget for next year. Amounts were agreed. 
              All councillors agreed to defer until next meeting.  
		  147/25.4   RFO advised of too many signatories on bank mandates. Cllrs 
             agreed to change to just four. These Cllrs being Cllr Efde, Myers, Steptoe 
             and McKillop. 
             

148/25    Clerks Report
		   148/25.1   Outstanding Items received. All Cllrs happy with progress.  
	              148/25.2   Clerk advised until new debit card was received we would be 
               unable to order a new flag for the hall.  
               148/25.3   Clerk advised training going well. CILCA training for both RFO 
               and Clerk to start in February. RFO advised of qualification completed. All 
               Cllrs congratulated Both clerk and RFO for training. 
               148/25.4   Cllr Steptoe advised of draining quote received. Clerk advised
               she has attempted to get three quotes unfortunately no other company was
               able to assist with works. All Cllrs in agreement to go ahead with quote and 
               works to be done. Proposed by Cllr Glover seconded by Cllr Myers.


             
149/25    Correspondence
              149/25.1   Clerk presented the email received regarding the freight house. 
               Clerk to email back with an expression of interest, provided more 
               information is received. 
              149/25.2   Clerk presented email received from the EAA. Clerk to send over 
               a donation of £100 from our grant funds. Proposed by Cllr Steptoe 
               seconded by Cllr McKillop. 
                          
150/25    Committee Reports
             150/25.1   Finance Committee – RFO advised draft budget was set. 
              Deferred to next full council meeting. 
             150/25.2   Wildlife Reserve Committee – Clerk and Chair of the WLR 
              advised of recommendations at the wildlife committee meeting. 
             150/25.3   Clerk advised of quotes for tools and materials needed. All Cllrs in 
              agreement for WLR head volunteer to go ahead. Proposed by Cllr Efde, 
              seconded by Cllr Steptoe. 
              150/25.4   Clerk advised of possible budgets for plaques for the volunteers 
              and wine and biscuits for Christmas. Plaques at £50 was proposed by Cllrs 
              Efde, seconded by Cllr Steptoe. £100 for wine and biscuits was proposed 
              by Cllr McKillop seconded by Cllr Myers. 
             

151/25     Parish Hall 
               151/25.1   Cllr McKillop advised of cracked glass above the fire exit door in 
               the hall. Clerk to investigate how to fix this. 
               151/25.2   Cllr Steptoe advised of fire door finish peeling off. Clerk to 
                investigate how to fix this.   
               151/25.3   Clerk advised Cllr Bright is very busy and asked if someone else 
                would place the board at the hall. Cllr Efde advised he would do this. 
               

152/25     Projects
              152/25.1   Scarecrow Competition – To be changed to best dressed house 
               for next year. 
    152/25.2   November Quiz – Clerk to write to everyone who helped make quiz night a success. 
            152/25.3   Photographic Competition – To decide winner at next meeting
              152/25.4   Christmas Lights Competition – Clerk to send out judging sheets, must be back in by 21st December latest 
              152/25.5   Citizen of the year – To decide winner at next meeting 
              152/25.6   Christmas Hampers – Cllr Steptoe wished to congratulate all who helped with the Christmas hampers this year. Clerk to write letters of thanks to all involved. 
              152/25.7   Summer Lunch – No updates 
              152/25.8   Clerk to investigate new community events for the upcoming 
              year. Possible public engagement.
                            
153/25    Planning Matters. 
             153/25.1   Clerk advised of one planning application received today  
              25/00802/LBC – 412 Little Wakering Road – Comments to be made, any
              further planning must come back to council. No other use than intended.  

154/25   RDC Governance review
              154/25.1   Clerk and Cllr Steptoe explained what they had learned 
              regarding this matter a discussion took place. Powers delegated to Clerk,
              Cllr Steptoe and McKillop to fill out survey for the council. All Cllrs in 
              agreement. 

155/25    Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
               155/25.1   RHALC – no meeting held 
              
156/25    Street Lighting 
              156/25.1   Clerk advised to send to her via email any lights out. 

157/25    To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the 
              area on any matters of interest
              157/25.1    District Cllr Marriot advised of the following matters: 
· Housing
· Frost Fayre
              157/25.2   District Cllrs Efde advised of the following matters: 
· .  Full council meetings 
· .  Community and wellbeing
· .  Car Parks 
              157/25.3   District and County Cllr Steptoe advised on the following matters: 
· Full council meeting County 
· Devolution 
· Elections 
· Planning policy 
· Call for sites 

158/25    At the chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 	   Meetings
             158/25.1   Full council meeting to be held on Thursday 8th January 2026 
             at 7:00pm.  
             158/25.2   Finance Committee meeting to be held on Monday 19th 
             January 2026 at 7:30pm. 
             
             
             
.
      












             
                                Exclusion of the press and public

		
159/25    Clerk
159/25.1   Timesheets received

160/25    Other items to discuss
              160/25.1   Clerk and Cllr Steptoe advised of progress regarding this matter. Awaiting lease to be received.
              160/25.2   This matter was discussed and was agreed to delegate to Cllrs McKillop and Steptoe to work alongside the Clerk and to seek legal advice on how to place play space as an asset of the charity.  
               160/25.3   It was decided due to the complexity of the lease on the wildlife reserve the council would investigate this further before deciding. 
               160/25.4   A small working party was arranged for the asset register. Members are Cllrs Efde, McKillop, Ashdown and Glover. Clerk to set up meeting. 
               160/25.5   Clerk to work alongside RFO in the new year to simplify the risk assessment register. 
             
161/25   Personnel Committee   
                161/25.1    Personnel committee – no meeting held 


Meeting closed at 9:01 pm
        
  

 
