                                BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 13th February  2026, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors McKillop, Glover, Edmunds, Myers and Cllr Steptoe (Chair).
 
Attending:    RFO Emma Terris
                    Clerk Steph Raine 
                    District and County Cllr Steptoe
                    One parishioner present 
                                         
 
MINUTES 

182/25   The Chair to declare the meeting open
              182/25.1   Chairman opened the meeting at 7:00pm.

183/25   The Chair to give award to the citizen of the year winner of 2025. 
               183/25.1   Chair awarded prize and certificate. Clerk to add to website. 

184/25    To receive apologies for absence
               184/25.1   Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs, Bright, District 
                Cllr McPherson, District Cllr Efde and Cllr Ashdown and District Cllrs 
                Williams and Myers.

185/25    To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s	               Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government
	    	    Finance Act 1992
               185/25.1    All Councillors declared an interest as trustees of Barling
               Magna Parish Hall. 
               185/25.2   Councillors McKillop, Myers, Glover, and Steptoe declared a  
                financial interest as parishioners. 
               185/25.3   Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to
               the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the 
               right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the district and 
               County Council
               185/25.4    Cllr Glover declared an interest in the matter relating to minute 
                Number 190/25.2           
        
186/25    To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
  186/25.1      Minutes of Meeting held 15th January 2026 proposed by Cllr   
  Glover and seconded by Cllr McKillop. All Cllrs in agreement as a true   
  record of the meeting.

187/25    Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
               187/25.1   Parishioner asked about the church wall. Cllr Steptoe advised
                the church council has no update at present for this situation, but he will 
                update when news has been received. 
                187/25.2   Cllr McKillop asked if an updated was received regarding the 
                kerb near the farm. Cllr Steptoe advised no update as of yet.  

188/25    Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
              188/25.1   RFO presented payment requests for February 2026 to Cllrs. 
              Proposed by Cllr Edmunds, seconded by Cllr McKillop. Unanimously   
              Agreed 

              Payments Authorised 13/02/2026
	Supplier
	Description
	Amount

	EALC
	Training    
	£20.40

	Expenses
	Postage   
	£6.80

	Expenses  
	Milage  
	£11.88

	SLCC 
	Training  
	£495

	W&h Romac
	Streetlighting 
	£767.28

	Expenses
	Vouchers  
	£150

	Cohen Tv 
	Telephone/Broadband  
	£216

	British Gas  
	Gas  
	£64.80

	British Gas   
	Electric   
	£21.01

	Allowances  
	Councillors  
	£212.90

	Npower  
	Streetlighting  
	£934.25

	LGPS 
	Pension
	£716.68

	E. Terris 
	Salary 
	£445.93

	S. Raine  
	Salary 
	£1470.52

	G. Gates  
	Salary  
	£511.20



             188/25.2   RFO presented the reconciliations up to January 2026 to 
             Council. 
		  188/25.3   RFO advised to change bank accounts to unity bank. Cllrs all in 
             agreement. Proposed by Cllr Edmunds seconded by Cllr McKillop.  
             
189/25    Clerks Report
		    189/25.1   Outstanding Items received. All Cllrs happy with progress.  
	               189/25.2   Clerk advised on anonymous participants in community events.
               Cllrs happy to proceed. Clerk to check standing orders if Cllrs wish to 
               participate. 
             
190/25    Correspondence
              190/25.1    Clerk presented email received regarding Macmillan Coffee 
              morning. Clerk will ask in email if BMPC can receive a recognition for their 
              support.
              190/25.2   Clerk presented email regarding events at the Parry. Cllrs agreed 
              to go ahead provided Clerk is sent insurance documents. Cllrs asked for 
              recognition clerk to ask. 
                          
191/25    Committee Reports
             191/25.1   Finance Committee – No meeting held.
             191/25.2   Wildlife Reserve Committee – Clerk asked to check who insures 
              WLR as top priority.             




192/25     Parish Hall 
               192/25.1   Clerk advised she is investigating the cracked glass and peeling 
                door. No other issues reported. 
               192/25.2    Cllr Steptoe advised of need to rearrange committee room. 
               Clerk and RFO advised they will arrange a date together to go through 
               paperwork. Cllrs to arrange a date once paperwork has been sorted. 

193/25   The Parry
               193/25.1   Clerk asked if the Council wishes to keep our regular 
               maintenance worker. Cllrs asked clerk to get price from him. 
               193/25.2    Clerk presented bins quotes. Cllrs agreed to order 3 bins for 
               play space and the parry. 
               193/25.3    Clerk asked about tree surveys for the parry, play space and the
               WLR. Clerk to get quotes and bring to next meeting. 
               
194/25     Projects
              194/25.1   Best dressed Halloween house – To be advertised in August, 
               Poster presented to Cllrs.  
    194/25.2   November Quiz – to be advertised in July
             194/25.3   Photographic Competition – Cllr Steptoe advised he will drop off the prize to parishioner. 
               194/25.4   Christmas Lights Competition – to be advertised in November 
               194/25.5   Citizen of the year – to be advertised in April 
               194/25.6   Christmas Hampers – Clerk to arrange this in October 
               194/25.7   Summer Lunch – To advertise in March  
                            
195/25    Planning Matters. 
              195/25.1   None received 

196/25    Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
               196/25.1   RHALC – No updates.   
              
197/25    Street Lighting 
              197/25.1   Cllrs to send lights through to Clerk. 

198/25    To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the 
              area on any matters of interest
              198/25.1    District and County Cllr Steptoe advised of the following matters: 
· Budget
· Potholes 
· Libraries 
· LGR
· Public records office
· Reg 18 Consultation 

199/25    At the chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 	   Meetings
             199/25.1   Wildlife reserve meeting to be held on 2nd March 2026 at 7pm
             199/25.2   Full Council meeting to be held on 12th March 2026 at 7pm
             199/25.3   Clerk to arrange extraordinary meeting for reg 18 consultation to 
             respond as a Council. 
           
             
                                Exclusion of the press and public

		
200/25    Clerk
200/25.1   Timesheets received

201/25    Other items to discuss
              201/25.1   Clerk advised she needs to go through asset register with council so she can complete the risk assessment. 
              201/25.2    Clerk advised she has emailed legal representative. No reply. Clerk to chase up again. If no reply she is to look for other legal reps. 
              201/25.3    Clerk presented signed document for the parry. Cllr Steptoe wishes to place an expression of interest for the freehold. Clerk to investigate how to do this. 
              
202/25   Personnel Committee   
                202/25.1    Personnel committee – no meeting held.  


Meeting closed at 8:18 pm
        
  

 
