                                BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 15th January 2026, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors McKillop, Glover, Ashdown, McPherson, Efde and Cllr Steptoe (Chair).
 
Attending:    RFO Emma Terris
                    Clerk Steph Raine 
                    District and County Cllr Steptoe 
                    District Councillor Efde
                    District Councillor Marriott 
                    One parishioner present 
                                         
 
MINUTES 

162/25   The Chair to declare the meeting open
              162/25.1   Chairman opened the meeting at 7:00pm.

163/25    To receive apologies for absence
               163/25.1   Apologies were received from Cllrs, Bright, Cllr Myers and 
                District Cllrs Williams and Myers.
               163/25.2   Cllr Steptoe asked for a vote to accept Cllr Edmunds long term 
                illness. The vote was unanimous to continue accept his apologies. 

164/25    To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s	               Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government
	    	    Finance Act 1992
               164/25.1    All Councillors declared an interest as trustees of Barling
               Magna Parish Hall. 
               164/25.2   Councillors McKillop, Myers, Glover, Ashdown, McPherson and 
               Steptoe declared a financial interest as parishioners. 
               164/25.3   Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to
               the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the 
               right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the district and 
               County Council
               163/25.4    Councillor Efde declared an interest in any matters 
               relating to the District Council. In any planning matter, he reserves the 
               right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the district       
               council.
               164/25.5   Councillor McPherson declared an interest in any matters
                relating to the district Council. In any planning matter, she reserves the 
                right to change her mind when the matter is considered by the district 
                council. 
               164/25.6    Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in the matter relating to 
                Minute 174/25.6    

               
        
165/25    To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
  165/25.1      Minutes of Meeting held 11th December 2025 proposed by Cllr   
  Ashdown and seconded by Cllr McPherson. All Cllrs in agreement as a true   
  record of the meeting.

166/25    Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
               166/25.1   Parishioner asked about the church wall. Cllr Steptoe advised
                the church council has been informed of the situation. Highways have also 
                been informed. Cllr Steptoe advised the parishioner that he will follow up
                on the issue. 
                166/25.2   Cllr Glover advised of ditches filling with water. Cllr Steptoe
                advised to send him evidence and he will report to highways. 

167/25    Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
              167/25.1   RFO presented payment requests for January 2026 to Cllrs. 
              Proposed by Cllr McKillop, seconded by Cllr Ashdown. Unanimously Agreed 

              Payments Authorised 15/01/2026
	Supplier
	Description
	Amount

	Peter Shaw 
	Grounds Maintenance   
	£34.71

	Lgps
	Pension   
	£527.56

	Lgps  
	Pension 
	£7.66

	Npower   
	Streetlighting 
	£965.66

	W&h Romac
	Streetlighting 
	£160.56

	Essex and herts air ambulance 
	Donation  
	£100

	MPE alarms 
	Fire and security 
	£714

	Rob’s window cleaning 
	Window cleaning  
	£130

	CIO reimbursement   
	Barling hall   
	£612.16

	Allied Westminster 
	Insurance 
	£303.57

	Richard Edmunds  
	Carpentry 
	£75

	S. Raine 
	Expenses
	£83.62

	E. Terris 
	Salary 
	£435.80

	S. Raine  
	Salary 
	£1470.32

	G. Gates  
	Salary  
	£511.20



             167/25.2   RFO presented the reconciliations up to December 2025 to 
             Council. 
		  167/25.3   RFO asked which Cllrs wished to receive allowances. Cllr Steptoe 
             asked Cllrs to email RFO directly if they wish to receive allowances. 

168/25    2026 – 2027 Budget 
               168/25.1    All Cllrs discussed budget and agreed budget was acceptable.
               Proposed by Cllr Efde, seconded by Cllr Steptoe. 



 

169/25    Precept 2026/2027
               169/25.1    The precept agreed represents a 4.59% increase on the
               previous year. Based on the current Band D tax base of 636.10, equates 
               to a Band D council tax of £133.87, an increase of £6.37 per Band D
               property. A vote was taken to raise the precept by above amount. 4 Cllrs
               voted for and 2 Cllrs voted against this. Proposed by Cllr Efde, seconded 
               by Cllr Steptoe. 
             
170/25    Clerks Report
		    170/25.1   Outstanding Items received. All Cllrs happy with progress.  
	               170/25.2   Clerk Presented the quotes for the tables. Cllr Steptoe advised
                he wishes to rearrange the room before buying a new table. This has been 
               deferred until then.   
               170/25.3   Clerk presented the quote for the new phone line in the hall. Cllr 
               Efde proposed to keep the phone number if there is no change in price. If 
               not the clerk to get rid of the phoneline and take the cheaper price. 
               Seconded by Cllr Steptoe. 
             
171/25    Correspondence
              171/25.1    Clerk presented the email from Essex Steel. Cllr Efde asked to
              defer this to the next wildlife meeting. 
                          
172/25    Committee Reports
             172/25.1   Finance Committee – No meeting held.
             172/25.2   Wildlife Reserve Committee – No meeting held.            

173/25     Parish Hall 
               173/25.1   Clerk advised she is investigating the cracked glass and peeling 
                door. No other issues reported. 
               173/25.2    Clerk advised of needing to order some pads for the 
                defibrillator. Cllr McPherson advised she has someone who checks and 
                provides parts. Clerk to receive email from said person and arrange this. 
               173/25.3    Cllr Glover advised she has someone who has offered to build a 
                new book nook at the hall. Cllrs unanimously agreed to give her a budget 
                of £150 for this to be done. Proposed by Cllr McPherson seconded by Cllr 
                Steptoe. 
               
174/25     Projects
              174/25.1   Best dressed Halloween house – To be advertised in August 
    174/25.2   November Quiz – to be advertised in July
            174/25.3   Photographic Competition – A winner was chosen Clerk to email them and invite them to the next meeting. 
              174/25.4   Christmas Lights Competition – Winners were chosen clerk to add photos to social media sites. 
              174/25.5   Citizen of the year – Winner was chosen clerk to invite winner to 
               next meeting. 
              174/25.6   Christmas Hampers – Clerk to arrange this in October 
              174/25.7   Summer Lunch – To advertise in March  
              174/25.8   Clerk to investigate new community events for the upcoming 
              year. Possible public engagement.

                            
175/25    Planning Matters. 
             175/25.1   25/00932/FUL – Walkers Farm Barling Road – No comments to
              be made 

176/25    Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
               176/25.1   RHALC – District Cllr Marriott advised of meeting. Clerk to read 
               over minutes once received.   
              
176/25    Street Lighting 
              176/25.1   Cllr McKillop advised of a few lights. Cllr Glover sent some via 
              email to clerk. Clerk advised she has reported the lights. 

177/25    To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the 
              area on any matters of interest
              177/25.1    District Cllr Marriot advised of the following matters: 
· LGA survey
· Elections 
· Area plan 
· Green belt 
              177/25.2   District Cllr Efde advised of the following matters: 
· Green belt  
              177/25.3   District Cllr McPherson advised of the following matters: 
· Elections
· Events 
· Budget 
              177/25.3   District and County Cllr Steptoe advised on the following matters: 
· Budget 
· Social service budget  
· Highways change of portfolio 
· Highways survey 
· Potholes 
· County SEN schools 
· Scrutiny meeting 
· Planning 
· Local plan 
· Green belt 

178/25    At the chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 	   Meetings
             178/25.1   Full council meeting to be held on Thursday 12th February 2026 
             at 7:00pm.  
             178/25.2   Clerk to add new bank account to next agenda 
             178/25.3   Clerk to add possible anonymous entries to the photograph 
              competition to next agenda 
             
             
             
.
      



             
                                Exclusion of the press and public

		
179/25    Clerk
179/25.1   Timesheets received

180/25    Other items to discuss
              180/25.1   Clerk and RFO signed lease for parry. Clerk to photocopy and send off as soon as possible. 
              180/25.2    Clerk advised awaiting reply from EALC regarding legal advice. 
              
181/25   Personnel Committee   
                181/25.1    Personnel committee – Clerk advised appraisals need to be completed. Clerk to email chair of personnel to arrange this. 


Meeting closed at 8:45 pm
        
  

 
