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1. Introduction
This policy takes into account the strengthened ‘biodiversity duty’ placed on local authorities introduced by the Environment Act 2021. Barling Magna Parish Council (BMPC) will take biodiversity into account in all its decisions and actions. 

2. Background 
According to the Act, public authorities need to check if a number of strategies affect how they comply with their biodiversity duty including:

· Local nature recovery strategies
· Species conservation strategies
· Protected site strategies 
They need to understand how or if they are relevant to their organisation, be aware of how these strategies affect land that is owned and managed by them, or actions they could take to conserve or enhance biodiversity and consider how they can contribute to the strategy where appropriate. 
Biodiversity is the collective term for the variety and abundance of forms of life found in an area, including animals, plants, fungi and microorganisms like bacteria. Each of these species and organisms work together in ecosystems to maintain, balance and support life. Biodiversity supports everything in nature that we need to survive including food, oxygen, clean air and water. 
3. Commitments of the Council 
Barling Magna Parish Council commits to the following objectives and aims:

1. When making representations in relation to consultations, whether it is planning applications, applications in relation to an emerging Rochford District Council Development or other consultations issued by public authorities for comment by this Council, consider the impact upon biodiversity when formulating a response, with the overarching aim of commenting upon how bio-diversity can be best protected in the circumstances. 

2. Consider the impact on biodiversity in the decisions it makes, whether at Full Council or within a committee. It will seek to minimize adverse impacts on biodiversity as a result of the council’s activities and will identify opportunities to increase biodiversity when practicable. 

3. Encourage practices and projects beneficial to biodiversity through grants it makes to local groups.

4. Communicate information and raise awareness of biodiversity through its website and newsletters. 

5. Work in partnership with other organisations to protect, promote and enhance biodiversity within areas of the Parish.

6. Monitor its internal policies and procedures to enhance biodiversity.

7. Consider how education opportunities in relation to biodiversity can be brought to the attention of or provided to residents. 

8. The Council will consider hosting events for residents that will promote biodiversity initiatives for residents or signposting events hosted by other organisations that promote biodiversity. 
The council currently owns and manages land, and this policy will be kept under review to ensure that commitments are in place to manage the land appropriately and to meet or improve biodiversity outcomes. 

4. Monitoring
This policy will be reviewed annually, and a statement will be published to show how the policy has been implemented. 
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