                                BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 9th April 2026, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors McKillop, Edmunds, Efde and Cllr Steptoe (Chair).
 
Attending:    RFO Emma Terris
                    Clerk Steph Raine 
                    District and County Cllr Steptoe
                    District Councillor Agelina Merritt 
                                         
 
MINUTES 

222/25   The Chair to declare the meeting open
              222/25.1   Chairman opened the meeting at 7:00pm.

223/25    To receive apologies for absence
                223/25.1   Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs, Bright, 
                Ashdown, Myers, Glover, District Cllr McPherson and District 
                Cllrs Williams and Myers.

224/25    To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s	               Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government
	    	    Finance Act 1992
               224/25.1    All Councillors declared an interest as trustees of Barling
               Magna Parish Hall. 
               224/25.2   Councillors McKillop, Edmunds, and Steptoe declared a  
                financial interest as parishioners. 
               224/25.3   Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to
               the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the 
               right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the district and 
               County Council.  
               224/25.4   Councillor Efde declared and interest in any matters relating to
               the District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the right to 
               change his mind when the matter is considered by the District Council. 
               224/25.5    Councillor Edmunds declared and interest in minute 228/25.5   
        
225/25    To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
  225/25.1      Minutes of Meeting held 12th March 2026 proposed by Cllr   
  McKillop and seconded by Cllr Efde. All Cllrs in agreement as a true   
  record of the meeting.

226/25    Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
               226/25.1   Clerk advised Cllr McPherson wished to raise the following 
               matters, insurance for the parry, dog bins and mowing at the parry. Cllr 
               Steptoe advised that all matters had been previously agreed in meetings. 



227/25    Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
              227/25.1   RFO presented payment requests for April 2026 to Cllrs. 
              Proposed by Cllr Efde, seconded by Cllr McKillop. Unanimously   
              Agreed 


              Payments Authorised 09/04/2026
	Supplier
	Description
	Amount

	EALC
	Staff training      
	£1,032

	SLCC
	Subscription 
	£200

	Eon
	Electric  
	£11.77

	Robs window cleaning 
	Window cleaning  
	£120

	E.Terris 
	Expenses  
	£11.88

	Site Street 
	Web support   
	£564

	Brunel Computers 
	IT Support   
	£218.88

	LGPS
	Pension 
	£678.07

	E. Terris 
	Salary 
	£433.41

	S. Raine  
	Salary 
	£1470.52

	G. Gates  
	Salary  
	£498.60



             227/25.2   RFO presented the reconciliations up to April 2026 to 
             Council. 
		  227/25.3   RFO advised of a nationwide bank account that she does not
             have access to at present. Clerk to write to previous clerk and ask for 
             details. 
             227/25.4   Cllr Efde wished for the following to be miniated, Council have 
             been made aware of a bank account that we do not hold details of. An 
             investigation is taking place into this. 
             227/25.5    RFO advised she wished to stay with the current Auditor. All Cllrs 
             in agreement. 
             227/25.6    RFO gave a verbal update on status of bank account switch. 
             Asked present Cllrs to sign the documents needed to do so. 
             
228/25    Clerks Report
		    228/25.1   Outstanding Items received. All Cllrs happy with progress.  
	               228/25.2   Clerk presented Cllrs with report on car parking areas. Cllrs 
               wished to go with option 1. Bodpave at both areas. Clerk to get 3 quotes
               and bring to next meeting. 
               228/25.3    Cllrs advised they wished for another report showing the prices
               for car parking areas to include the hall and wildlife reserve and just the 
               entrance to the WLR. 
               228/25.4    Clerk presented report from meeting with Sutton Parish and
               RCCE. Cllrs wish Clerk to email Sutton PC and ask if they wish to go 
               ahead with the matter. 
               228/25.5    Clerk presented the quote received regarding the update of the 
               boards at the hall. Cllrs happy to proceed. Clerk to arrange this. Proposed 
               by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Efde. 
               228/25.6     Clerk advised tree survey reports will be sent to her next week. 
               Two trees will need some works done immediately. Cllr Efde proposed 
               Clerk a spending limit of £3000 to carry works out, seconded by Cllr 
              Edmunds. Chair and Vice Chair in agreement.  
                       
229/25    Correspondence
              229/25.1    Clerk presented the email received from RDC regarding the
              expression of interest on the Parry. Cllrs happy that email has been 
              received and clerk will pass over details once she has had update. 
                        
230/25    Committee Reports
             230/25.1   Finance Committee – No meeting held.
             230/25.2   Wildlife Reserve Committee – No meeting held. 
                  
231/25     Parish Hall 
               231/25.1   Clerk advised R.Edmunds is investigating the cracked glass and 
               paint peeling at the hall on the fire door. Clerk to bring quote to next 
               meeting. 
                                                       
232/25    Planning Matters. 
              232/25.1   Clerk advised two planning matters had been received that 
              morning. All Cllrs in agreement to add them to the agenda. 
              232/25.2    26/00235/DPDP6 – Tabor farms, Mucking Hall Road – Cllrs 
              agreed this is not in our parish. No comments made. Clerk to send to 
              Sutton Parish. 
              232/25.3    26/00278/FUL – Walkers Farm, Barling Road – No comments 
              made. 

233/25    Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
               233/25.1   RHALC – Next meeting in a week.   
              
234/25    Street Lighting 
               234/25.1   Cllrs to send lights through to Clerk. 

235/25    To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the 
              area on any matters of interest
              235/25.1    District Cllr Efde advised of the following matters: 
· LGR
· Elections
             235/25.2    District Cllr Marriott advised on the following matters: 
· Elections 
             235/25.3   District and County Cllr Steptoe advised on the following matters: 
· LGR
· Five unitary areas
· Planning meeting 
· Potholes 
· Fly tipping 

236/25    At the chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 	   Meetings
             236/25.1   Annual Full Council Meeting to be held 14th May 2026 at 6:30pm
             236/25.2   Full Council meeting to be held 14th May 2026 at 7pm
             236/25.3   Cllr Steptoe asked for the clerk to get three cctv quotes 
             236/25.4   Cllr Steptoe asked clerk to rearrange committees and bring
             recommendations to the next meeting. 
            236/25.5    Cllr Steptoe and the RFO asked for the following matters to be 
            standing items on all agendas going forward, outdoor spaces, Contracts, 
            report from RFO. 
            236/25.6    Clerk to compile a list of key holders and hold master keys for all
            areas. 




           











































             
                                Exclusion of the press and public

		
237/25    Clerk
237/25.1   Timesheets received

238/25    Other items to discuss
              238/25.1   Clerk gave a verbal update on legal advice. Clerk to send over freehold for play space to legal teams.   
              
              
239/25   Personnel Committee   
                239/25.1    Personnel committee – RFO advised due to payments a personnel meeting will need to go ahead. Clerk to arrange dates. 


Meeting closed at 8:21 pm
        
  

 
