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Barling Magna Parish Council Parish Clerk Report 
Provision of car parking surfaces at Barling Magna Village Hall and Barling Wildlife reserve.
Written by The Clerk to the Council 
Introduction
This report is to present researched, costed options for installing suitable car parking surfaces at Barling Magna Village Hall and the Wildlife Reserve, and to recommend a preferred approach for Council decision. 
Parking at the village hall is currently unavailable and at the wildlife reserve it has become unsuitable during poor weather, resulting in:
· Ground damage  
· Reduced accessibility, particularly for those with mobility needs[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Equality Act 2010, part 3 & 4 ] 

· Visual impact on the environment 
· Potential safety risks
 The Parish Council is therefore considering surfacing solutions whilst considering durability, cost and environmental impact [footnoteRef:2] [footnoteRef:3] [2:  Flood and Water Management Act 2010, schedule 3]  [3:  Environmental Protection Act 1990, section 34] 

Site areas
The approximate parking areas assessed in this report are: 
· Village hall Car park – approximately 50.3m2 
· Wildlife Reserve Car Park – approximately 98.51m2 
Below are three surfacing options that have been assessed based on cost, performance and suitability for rural settings. 
Bodpave (Permeable Cellular Grid System) 
Bodpave is a plastic cellular system filled with gravel or soil, designed to stabilise ground while allowing drainage. It is a strong and suitable for regular vehicle use, fully permeable (supports suitable drainage), it retains a natural appearance and requires proper instillation and base. 
Bodpave has two types of materials bodpave 40 and bodpave 85. Bodpave 85 is more appropriate for car park vehicle loads. The costs range between £15.36 - £29.94 including VAT per square meter.  Approximate costings including VAT:
· Village hall - £772.61 - £1,505
· Wildlife reserve - £1,513 - £2,949
· Total cost - £2,285.61 - £4,454
Sources: Supplier pricing (grassmats.co.uk; ultimate-one.co.uk) 
Grasscrete (concrete cellular system) 
Grasscrete is a concrete block with voids filled with either soil or grass, creating a firm surface that remains permeable. It is highly durable, supports drainage, requires vegetation maintenance. 
The costs for this material ranges between £70 - £100 per square meter including VAT. The total costs for this would be:
· Village hall - £3,521 -£5,030 
· Wildlife Reserve - £6,896 - £9,851
· Total - £10,417 - £14,881 
Sources: Grasscrete.com, Planning Portal[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Town and County Planning ACT 1990, part 1 & 3] 

Type 1 Material (Crushed Stone)  
Type 1 Material is a dense crushed stone commonly used for rural car parks, it creates a strong, compacted surface, has quick instillation and is cost effective however, it has low surface drainage (drainage may require additional planning)
Costs for installing Type 1 would range between £20 - £35 per square meter including VAT. The total costs for this would be: 
· Village hall - £1,006 - £1,761
· Wildlife reserve - £1,970 - £3,448
· Total - £2,976 - £5,209
Sources: Local contractor estimates, UK highways guidance 
All prices above do not include instillation and ground preparation costs. Below is a table showing the average cost approximations for supply and fit, ground preparation and labour including VAT:
	Material 
	Cost per square meter 
	Village hall 
	Wildlife reserve 

	Bodpave 85
	£60 - £85
	£3,018 - £4,275
	£5,910 - £8,373

	Grasscrete
	£100 - £140
	£5,030 - £7,042
	£9,851 - £13,791

	Type 1 Material
	£50 - £80
	£2,515 - £4,024
	£4,925 - £7,881


Total approximate costings including supply and fit, labour and groundworks. 
	Material + labour
	Village hall 
	Wildlife reserve 

	Bodpave 85
	£3,790 - £5,780
	£7,423 - £11,322

	Grasscrete
	£8,551 - £12,072
	£16,747 - £23,642

	Type 1
	£3,521 - £5,785
	£6,895 - £11,329



Key considerations 
As your Clerk I am asking the Council to consider the following: 
· Environmental impact, particularly at the Wildlife Reserve
· Drainage and flood risk 
· Ongoing maintenance costs 
· Usage levels at each site 
· Accessibility requirements 
Below I have compared the options that the Council may wish to take. 
Option 1: Bodpave 85 at both sites 
Instillation costs - £11,213 - £17,102
Advantages for this option is a strong environmental performance and fully permeable 
Disadvantages for this option is the groundworks involved would cause disruption more so at the wildlife reserve. 
Option 2: Mixed Approach – bodpave 85 at the wildlife reserve, Grasscrete at the Village Hall
Instillation costs - £15,974 - £23,394
Advantages for this option is it protects the environment at the WLR, is a durable surface at the Village Hall and a balanced long-term solution. 
Disadvantages for this option is that it would be a slightly more complex project.
Option c: Type    1 Material at Village Hall only 
Instillation costs - £3,521 - £5,785
Advantages for this option are that this would be the lowest cost option with quick implementation.
Disadvantages for this option are limited durability, poor environmental performance, drainage issues likely, no resolution for the Wildlife Reserve. 
Recommendation 
As Clerk I recommend that the Council adopts option b the mixed approach. Having Bodpave 85 at the Wildlife reserve will protect the environment. Grasscrete at the Village Hall will provide durable parking with medium maintenance. This option balances environmental protection, usability and value for money. Although this si the more costly recommendation I do believe this fits the Councils needs. 
Next steps 
The Council’s next steps are to discuss and decide on the following: 
1. Approve a preferred option 
2. Research companies and obtain three contractor quotes 
3. Confirm planning requirements 
4. Identify funding allocation 
5. Risk assess areas/companies for works to take place 
In summary, parking is necessary at the Village Hall to support community use, resurfacing the wildlife reserve car park will help to protect parish assets.  
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