


BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE BARLING MAGNA WILDLIFE RESERVE COMMITTEE meeting held on Monday 9th March 2026 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Little Wakering Road, Barling Magna, Essex 


Present: -	Councillors McKillop, Efde, McPherson and Bright 

In attendance: -       Mr Shaw (Volunteer) Mr Goldman (Volunteer)

Admin -	Clerk – Steph Raine  

MINUTES

30/25    The Chair to declare the meeting open
	     30/25.1   The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.00 p.m.
	
31/25     To receive and accept apologies for absence
              31/25.1   Apologies received from Cllrs Edmunds, Myers, Steptoe. All 
              Cllrs presents accept reasons for absence.  

32/25    To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s     
             Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government  
             Finance Act 1992.
             32/25.1	   All Councillors declared an interest as trustees of Barling Magna 	     Parish Hall. 
	     32/25.2   Councillors Bright, McPherson and McKillop declared an interest 
              as parishioners.
	   
33/25   To agree the Minutes of the Wildlife Committee held on 8th September           	    2025
      33/25.1   The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. Proposed by
      Cllr McKillop seconded by Cllr McPherson. 

34/25     Parishioners of Barling Magna may address the Meeting.
       34/25.1	   Cllr McPherson wished to thank the volunteers for their hard work.

35/25   Volunteers Matters 
	    35/25.1   P.Shaw asked about who supplies electricity at the WLR. Clerk
             advised she found out it was Npower. Clerk asked to check bills.  
             35/25.2    P.Shaw asked about cctv for the WLR. Clerk advised of lack of 
             power supply. Cllr McPherson advised of battery powered ones or solar. 
            Clerk to investigate this and bring recommendations to the full council. Cllr 
            McKillop asked how many cameras would be needed. Possible four cameras. 
            35/25.3   P.Shaw advised of possible dangerous tree near the walkway. Clerk 
            advised of tree survey quotes for full council meeting. Cllr McPherson asked 
            for the Clerk to send out the quotes to Cllrs as soon as possible. Clerk to take 
            to the full council with recommendations to get these works done as quickly
            as possible. 
            35/25.4   Parishioner sent £90 worth of birdfeeders for the WLR. Clerk to 
            send a thank you letter from the Council. 
            35/25.5     Three new volunteers have started at the WLR. Nine volunteers in 
            total. Cllr McPherson asked about public liability insurance covering 
            Volunteers. Clerk to Check and print this off for the WLR volunteers.  

36/25    Equipment and Expenditure
            36/25.1   Wishes to buy a new gate latch. Cllrs set a budget of £25 for the 
            latch. 
            36/25.2    P.Shaw advised fuel was needed. Cllrs agreed this and said to 
            invoice the council. 
            36/25.3    P.Shaw advised may need a new first aid box. P.Shaw to get more 
            antiseptic wipes and send in receipt. 

37/25   Current Topics
           37/25.1	 Information board – Head volunteer stated that he has no
           Information at present. Cllr Efde asked if they need to investigate new quotes.
           Cllr McPherson advised she knew someone who could help. Cllrs agreed for 
           her to ask. Clerk to receive the information and investigate. 
           37/25.2   Bike shed – Clerk advised of Essex steel email. Clerk asked volunteers if they wished to contact them or if they wanted to use them. Clerk to ask for prices.
           37/25.3    Fairy Garden – P.Shaw advised he has tried to speak to the person who agreed to build one and has not received a reply. Cllrs wish to not have one. Recommendation to be sent to Full Council.
           37/25.4    Entrance issues – P.Shaw advised of potholes at the entrance. Volunteer asked for tarmac at the front entrance. Clerk to investigate this and bring recommendations for next full council meeting. Clerk to investigate grants. Volunteers asking for type 1 for now to keep it flat. Clerk to investigate prices for this.
           37/25.5    Cockleshells – Clerk asked to get another 12 ton load to be delivered. 
         
3825   To note the date of the next meeting
            38/25.1   Clerk to advise after annual meeting. 



The Chair declared the meeting closed at 19:42 thanking members and volunteers for their attendance.
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