BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting for the Parish of Barling Magna, held on Thursday 14th May 2026, at the Barling Magna parish hall, commencing at  7.00pm.

Present:	Councillors Edmunds, Bright, Glover, McPherson, Myers, Efde and Cllr Steptoe

Apologies:	Councillors McKillop, Ashdown and District Councillors Gooding and Myers  

Attending:	District Councillor Angela Marriott
 Emma Terris (RFO)
 Steph Raine (Clerk)
2 members of the public

MINUTES


1. The Chairman to open the meeting: 
In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, the Chairman of the Parish Council for 2025/2026 (or, if absent, the Vice-Chairman) shall preside. 
             1/26    Meeting opened at 7:00
 
2. To receive the minutes of the annual Parish Meeting held on 8th May 2025.
 2/26    Proposed by Cllr McPherson, seconded by Cllr Glover

3. To receive the annual report for the year 2025/2026 of the Chairman of Barling Magna Parish Council. 
3/26     Cllr Steptoe read report. 

4. An opportunity for residents to raise any matters of interest or concern and to share ideas for the improvement of the quality of life of residents of the parish.
4/26     No matters raised   

5. To close the meeting.
5/26    The Chairman thanked those present for attending and contributing. Then closed the meeting at 7.09 pm
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Chairmans annual report year end 14th May 2026

As we come to the close of another busy and productive year, I would like to take this opportunity to reflect on what we have achieved as a Parish Council and to thank those who have contributed to our community. 

Over the past year, we have made meaningful progress across a number of initiatives. One of the most significant developments has been the leasing of the Parry, securing its future for community use and enjoyment. At the Wildlife reserve, we are pleased to have delivered the new cockleshell path, improving accessibility and enhancing the experience for visitors. I would like to offer my sincere congratulations to Peter and his outstanding team of volunteers for their tremendous hard work in relaying the path in our award-winning wildlife park. Their dedication, commitment and countless hours of voluntary work are making a real and lasting difference. Thanks to their efforts, the park continues to be a beautiful, safe and welcoming place for everyone to enjoy. They are doing an absolutely fantastic job, and our community owes them a huge debt of gratitude for their ongoing work and unwavering commitment. 

Our community events have once again been a great success. The annual frost fayre brought residents together in festive spirit, and I extend my congratulations to everyone involved in its organization. Similarly, the big lunch, hosted by ATF and created by Councillor Jo McPherson, was a wonderful occasion that strengthened community bonds. I would like to take a moment and recognise the great award ATF has recently received. The King’s award for voluntary service (KAVS) is the highest award given to local voluntary groups in the UK and is regarded as the equivalent of an MBE for volunteer organizations. It is awarded for life and recognizes outstanding work that benefits the local community. Jo McPherson stated, on Saturday, I had the great pleasure of attending the celebration and presentation of this prestigious award to ATF – Achievement Thrive Flourish. This tremendous honor and a well-deserved recognition of the incredible dedication, hard work and commitment of everyone involved with ATF. Their efforts have made a real and lasting difference to the lives of so many people. Congratulations to all the volunteers, staff and supporters of ATF on receiving this remarkable national award. A fantastic achievement and one that the whole community can be proud of. 

We have also continued our tradition of seasonal and community activities, including the Christmas hamper initiative, the Christmas lights competition, the scarecrow competition, the photography competition and the citizen of the year award. I would like to congratulate all of this year’s winners – your contributions and creativity help make Barling Magna such a vibrant place to live. 

Other highlights include the November Quiz night, a special thanks to Arthur Williams, and the continued presence of Cameo at the hall, a special thanks to John Edmunds, both of which provide valuable opportunities for residents to come together socially. 

I would also like to recognise the dedication of our Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer, who have both undertaken their CILCA training this year, strengthening the professionalism and effectiveness of the Council. 

A special mention must go to Councillor Jo McPherson, who has served as Chairman of Rochford District Council. Her commitment, energy and tireless work – particularly her efforts in raising funds for charities – have been exceptional. She has represented our community with distinction, and we are very grateful for all that she has achieved. Congratulations on your reelection to the district Council. 

Behind the scenes, our Councillors have continued to represent Barling Magna at planning meetings, Rochford Association of Local Councils meetings and airport consultancy discussions, ensuring that the voice of our parish is heard. Members have also supported and attended a variety of civic and community events, including Commonwealth Day, St George’s day and local garden parties. 
Looking ahead, we remain focused on delivering further improvements for our community. Key priorities for the coming year include resolving the drainage issue at the play space, progressing plans for a new car parking area at the village hall, reviewing additional play equipment for both the play space and the parry and maybe some curtains for the stage. 

We are also working in partnership with Sutton Parish Council on a joint parish plan, which will help shape the future of our area and ensure that development reflects the needs and wishes of our residents. 

In closing, I would like to thank my fellow councilors, our Clerk, RFO, volunteers, and all members of the community for their continued support and commitment. Together, we are making Barling Magna an even better place to live. 

Mike Steptoe
Chairman, Barling Magna Parish Council. 
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