                                BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 14th May 2026, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors Myers, Edmunds, Efde, McPherson, Bright, Glover and Cllr
                    Steptoe. 
 
Attending:    RFO Emma Terris
                    Clerk Steph Raine 
                    District Councillor Agelina Merritt 
                    District Councillor Jo McPherson
                    District Councillor Daniel Efde
                    2 members of the public
                                         
 
MINUTES 

6/26        Election of officeholders for the 2026/2027 Council year and their 
               statutory declaration of acceptance. 
                6/26.1   Chair – Cllr McPherson proposed Cllr Steptoe as Chair. Seconded 
                by Cllr Efde. Unanimous agreement. Declaration of acceptance was 
                signed. 
                6/26.2   Vice-chair – Cllr Steptoe proposed Cllr McKillop as vice chair. 
                Seconded by Cllr Glover. Unanimous agreement. 

7/26         To receive apologies for absence
                7/2.1   Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs McKillop 
                Ashdown, and District Cllrs Williams and Myers.

8/26         To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s	               Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government
	    	    Finance Act 1992
               8/26.1    All Councillors declared an interest as trustees of Barling
               Magna Parish Hall. 
               8/26.2   Councillors Myers, Edmunds, Glover, McPherson, Bright and 
               Steptoe declared a financial interest as parishioners. 
               8/26.3   Councillor Efde declared an interest in any matters relating to
               the District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the right to 
               change his mind when the matter is considered by the District Council. 
               8/26.3   Councillor McPherson declared an interest in any matters relating 
               to the District Councils. In any planning matter, she reserves the right to
               change her mind when the matter is considered by the District Council. 
               8/26.4    Councillor Edmunds declared and interest in minute 16/26.6    
        
9/26       To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
  9/26.1      Minutes of Meeting held 9th April 2026 proposed by Cllr   
  McPherson and seconded by Cllr Efde. All Cllrs in agreement as a true   
  record of the meeting.


10/26      To agree and decide membership of internal and external committees 
                for 2026/27
 
	Committee/working party 
	Names of Cllrs 

	Finance committee 
	Steptoe, McKillop, Efde, Ashdown, Myers

	Personnel Committee 
	Steptoe, McKillop, Edmunds, Ashdown, Efde

	Open Spaces Committee 
	Steptoe, McKillop, McPherson, Bright, Edmunds, Glover

	Wildlife Committee 
	Steptoe, McKillop, Bright, Edmunds, Efde, Myers, McPherson



11/26     The Meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling 
              Magna to address the Council (limited to 20 minutes, 5 minutes per 
              speaker) 
              11/26.1    Member of the public wished to thank all Cllrs especially Cllr 
               Steptoe for their continued hard work and support of the community 
               throughout the year. His condolences were also shown for Cllr Steptoe not 
               receiving a seat at this year’s local elections. 

12/26     Governance Matters – To consider for approval 
               12/26.1    Work Programme – Cllrs happy with agreed work programme.
               Proposed by Cllr Glover seconded by Cllr Efde. 
               12/26.2    Dates for next meetings – Cllrs agreed meeting dates. Clerk to
               send out invitations. 
               12/26.3    Bank Signatories – RFO gave names of all bank signatories. 
               Proposed by Cllr Steptoe seconded by Cllr Edmunds. 
                
13/26      Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
              13/2.1   RFO presented payment requests for May 2026 to Cllrs. 
              Proposed by Cllr Glover, seconded by Cllr Edmunds. Unanimously   
              Agreed 
              Payments Authorised 14/05/2026
	Supplier
	Description
	Amount

	EALC
	Staff training      
	£150

	P.Shaw
	Grounds Maintenance  
	£69.94

	Spearpoint and sons 
	Shell footpath   
	£264

	P.Shaw 
	Bird Seed  
	£35.94

	Eurolube 
	Gas oil   
	£40.69

	Essex county gardens  
	Grounds Maintenance    
	£1,472.72

	LGPS 
	Pension   
	£678.07

	G.Gates 
	Expenses  
	£40.52

	S.Raine 
	Salary 
	£1,470.52

	G.Gates   
	Salary 
	£498.60

	P.Shaw
	Expenses
	£49.10

	E.Terris
	Expenses
	£17.82

	S.Raine 
	Expenses 
	£39.75

	E.Terris 
	Salary
	£433.21

	W&H Romac 
	Street lighting 
	£863.04



             13/26.2   RFO presented the reconciliations up to May 2026 to 
             Council. Proposed by Cllr Efde, seconded by Cllr McPherson. 
		  13/26.3   RFO gave update on audit. End of year finances complete. Audit 
             booked in for 27th May 2026. RFO is awaiting email from HMRC regarding
             VAT number. 
             13/26.4   Reserves policy – Clerk asked to defer this to next meeting as
             need to confirm Finances with RFO. All Cllrs in agreement.  
             13/26.5    Investment policy – Clerk presented investments policy. All Cllrs in 
             agreement. Proposed by Cllr Edmunds, seconded by Cllr Efde. 
             13/26.6    Standing orders and financial regulations – Clerk presented 
             standing orders and financial regulations to council. Clerk informed council 
             that financial regulations are now up to date with relevant legislations. All 
             Cllrs in agreement to ratify. Proposed by Cllr Efde, seconded by Cllr 
             Edmunds. 
             13/26.7    RFO gave a verbal report regarding the bank switch to unity bank. 
             RFO gave recommendation to complete a full switch over. Cllrs in 
             agreement. Proposed by Cllr Efde, seconded by Cllr Edmunds. 
             13/26.8    Councillor Allowances – Cllr Steptoe advised councillors to email 
              clerk and RFO if they wish to receive allowances this year. 

14/26     Membership of outside bodies 
	Rochford Hundred association of local councils 
	McPherson, Efde, Steptoe

	Passenger transport 
	Agreed to bring to Council 

	Crime prevention/ community police 
	Council wishes to drop this 

	Sea wall/ Flooding matters 
	Bright 


             
              14/26.2    Cllr Mcpherson asked clerk to write to Warren Lamb (CSEO) 
               from Castle Point to invite him to talk at one of our meetings. Also, if Clerk
               could ask for a schedule of community events from him and the RHLAC. 

15/26    Councillor Training 
             15/26.1     Clerk presented training calendar to Cllrs. Advised if any Cllrs 
              wished to attend training to email her.  
              15/26.2    Cllrs Efde and Steptoe advised they wished to attend ILCA 
              training and Planning. Clerk to investigate prices and bring to next meeting. 
             
16/26    Clerks Report
		    16/26.1     CCTV quotes – Clerk asked to defer this to next meeting as she
               has not received all quotes yet. Cllrs in agreement.   
	              16/26.2     Clerk presented tree survey to Council. Advised tree at WLR that 
               was concern to Cllrs is not a worry. Tree at Play space is and is awaiting 
               quote for the removal, Cllrs agreed last meeting a £3000 limit. 
               16/26.3     Cllr McPherson asked Clerk to contact the neighbour next door 
               to the tree at the play space to advise of noise when tree is being removed.  
               16/26.4     Clerk presented list of outstanding items. All Cllrs happy with 
               progress. Cllr McPherson Asked about play equipment for the parry.  
               16/26.5     Clerk presented the quotes from Essex steel regarding the bike 
               sheds. Cllrs wished to defer this to the next WLR meeting.  
               16/26.6     Clerk presented quotes for fire door at hall. Cllrs in agreement 
                replace doors. Proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded By Cllr Efde.   
                       
17/26    Correspondence
              17/26.1    Clerk advised of email received that morning regarding the
              expression of interest for the freight house by RDC. Cllrs wished not to go 
              ahead.  
              17/26.2    Clerk advised of email received from RDC regarding CGR stage 
              2. Cllrs in agreement to take survey as individuals and Clerk and Chair to 
              answer for Council. 
             17/26.3     Cllr McPherson asked about merging the following parishes to 
              create one, Foulness, Barling, Sutton and Wakering. Cllrs were not in 
              agreement with this. 
             17/26.4     Clerk presented email from Tabor farms, regarding agreement to
              place dog waste bins on their land.
             17/26.5     Cllr McPherson wished to see the quotes for the waste removal of 
              bins before Council agreed to install them. The instillation of dog waste bins 
              was discussed last meeting and therefore the decision cannot be
              overturned.   
             17/26.6     Clerk presented the email from the colts football team regarding 
              the use of the parry. Cllr Steptoe advised last meeting a 3 month 
              probationary meeting was in place for use. 
                        
18/26    Policies 
             18/26.1     Code of conduct – Cllrs in agreement, Chair signed. 
             18/26.2     Asset register – Clerk to send out email for working party. To
              include Cllrs Steptoe, McKillop, Efde and RFO.  
             18/26.3     Risk assessment – Cllrs wished to defer this until can be 
              reviewed by themselves. A vote was taken with 6 for and 1 against. Clerk to 
              bring to next meeting. 
             18/26.4     Complaints procedure – Cllrs in agreement, Chair signed. 
             18/26.5     Equality and diversity – Cllrs in agreement, Chair signed. 
             18/26.6     GDPR – Cllrs in agreement, Chair signed 
             18/26.7     Social media – Cllrs in agreement, Chair signed
                  
19/26     Open Spaces 
               19/26.1   Village Hall – Clerk advised G.Gates wishes to obtain quotes for
               repainting at the hall. Clerk to investigate quotes and bring to next meeting. 
               19/26.2   Village Hall – Cllr Glover advised she will arrange a date to
               update the boat at the hall. 
               19/26.3   The Play Space – No issues to discuss.
               19/26.4    The Parry – Cllr McPherson advised of a great job done by 
               Grounds maintenance company with the cutting of the grass. 
               19/26.5    The Parry – Clerk asked Cllr McPherson for a copy of the key to 
               the Parry. Cllr advised she will get a spare cut and will buy a key box for 
               another spare. Proposed by Cllr Efde, seconded by Cllr Mcpherson. 
                                                       
20/26    Community Events  
              20/26.1   Best dressed Halloween House – To advertise in August  
              20/26.2   Winter quiz – To advertise in August, Cllr McPherson asked if this 
              year funds could be raised for the WLR.  
              20/26.3    Photographic Competition – To advertise now.
              20/26.4    Christmas lights Competition – To advertise in November 
              20/26.5    Citizen of the year – To advertise now 
              20/26.6    Christmas Hampers – To arrange in October/ November 
              20/26.7    Summer lunch – Cllr McPherson advised date currently set for 
             11th July. However, another event happening so date to be changed. Clerk to 
             advertise once date is set. 

21/26      Planning Matters 
               21/26.1   None received    
              
22/26      Reports of meetings of outside bodies
               22/2.1   The following matters were discussed: 
· Castle point and Leigh Town council invited
· Airports
· LGR 

23/26    Street Lighting 
              23/26.1    Cllr Steptoe advised of a light Clerk asked him to email all details. 
              23/26.2    Cllr Steptoe allocated Cllrs to certain areas for pole numbers and
              information on lights. Cllrs McPherson and Myers for Little Wakering Road, Cllr Bright to Barrow Hall Road, Cllr Edmunds to Church Road, Cllrs Glover and Ashdown to Mucking Hall Road and Barling Road, Cllr McKillop to Barling Road, Cllr Steptoe to Kimberly Road, Cllr Efde to obtain what three words locations. All Cllrs to fill out spread sheet and send to Clerk. 

24/26     To receive a report from the District Councillors for the area on any 
              matters of interest. 
             24/26.1   District Cllr McPherson advised on the following matters: 
· Elections 
· Park 
· The Parry 
             24/26.2   District Cllr Efde advised on the following matters: 
· Reform 
· Chairman 
· Elections 
· Potholes 
             24/26.3   District Cllr Marriott advised on the following matters: 
· Cllr McPherson 
· Elections 

25/26   At the Chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 
            meetings. 
            25/26.1   Full Council meeting 18th June 2026 at 7pm.
            25/26.2   Clerk to send out dates for future meetings. 
            




           







             
                                Exclusion of the press and public

		
26/26    Outstanding Items 
26/26.1   Timesheets received
26/26.2    Clerk advised of issue with drainage company. Decision was made resolving this. 
26/26.3    Cllr Mcpherson advised of a boundary issue at the Parry. Clerk to write to land owner to discuss. 

27/26    Contracts 
              27/26.1   Clerk presented tender contract to Council. Cllrs in agreement to 
              go ahead. Proposed by Cllr Efde, seconded by Cllr Edmunds. 
              27/26.2    As agreed in Clerk and RFO contracts a pay rise was agreed by
              Council.  
              27/26.3   Clerk presented the insurance documents for renewal. Cllrs in agreement to go ahead. Proposed by Cllr Efde, seconded by Cllr Edmunds.               
              
28/26   Personnel Committee   
                28/26.1    Personnel committee – No meeting held. 


Meeting closed at 8:52 pm
        
  

 
