                                BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 14th May 2026, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors Ashdown, Edmunds, Efde, McPherson, Bright, Glover, 
                     McKillop and Cllr Steptoe. 
 
Attending:    RFO Emma Terris
                    Clerk Steph Raine 
                    District Councillor Jo McPherson
                    District Councillor Daniel Efde
                                         
 
MINUTES 

29/26       The Chair to declare the meeting open
                29/26.1    The Chair declared the meeting open at 7pm.
                29/26.2    The Chair asked members to stand for a minute’s silence for 
                Barry Ashdown who passed recently. A minute’s silence was held.  

30/26       To receive apologies for absence
                7/2.1   Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Myers and District 
                Cllrs Williams, Marriott and Myers.

31/26        To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s	               Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government
	    	    Finance Act 1992
               31/26.1    All Councillors declared an interest as trustees of Barling
               Magna Parish Hall. 
               31/26.2   Councillors McKillop, Edmunds, Glover, McPherson, Ashdown, 
               Bright and Steptoe declared a financial interest as parishioners. 
               31/26.3   Councillor Efde declared an interest in any matters relating to
               the District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the right to 
               change his mind when the matter is considered by the District Council. 
               8/26.3   Councillor McPherson declared an interest in any matters relating 
               to the District Councils. In any planning matter, she reserves the right to
               change her mind when the matter is considered by the District Council. 
                         
32/26      To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
  32/26.1      Minutes of Meeting held 14th May 2026 proposed by Cllr   
  McPherson and seconded by Cllr Edmunds. All Cllrs in agreement as a
  True record of the meeting.

33/26     The Meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling 
              Magna to address the Council (limited to 20 minutes, 5 minutes per 
              speaker) 
              33/26.1    Cllr McKillop asked clerk to speak to maintenance tender asking 
              them to cut bushes around the salt bin and dog waste bin at church road. 
              Clerk to contact. 

                
34/26      Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
              34/2.1   RFO presented payment requests for June 2026 to Cllrs. 
              Proposed by Cllr Efde, seconded by Cllr Glover. Unanimously   
              Agreed 
              Payments Authorised 18/06/2026
	Supplier
	Description
	Amount

	E.Terris
	Expenses     
	£26.78

	S.Raine
	Expenses 
	£85.52

	Legra Internal Audit
	Audit    
	£350

	Robs window cleaning  
	Windows  
	£120

	Essex County Gardens 
	Grounds maintenance    
	£477.24

	E.Terris   
	Salary    
	£532.73

	S.Raine  
	Salary   
	£1531.02

	G.Gates 
	Salary  
	£498.60

	Councillor  
	Allowances  
	£37.70

	Councillor    
	Allowances 
	£61.10

	Councillor 
	Allowances 
	£50.10

	Councillor
	Allowances
	£50.10

	
	Total 
	£3,820.89



             34/26.2   RFO presented the reconciliations up to June 2026 to 
             Council. Proposed by Cllr Edmunds, seconded by Cllr Efde. 
		  34/26.3   RFO presented the audit report to Council. All Cllrs in agreement 
             much better than last year. RFO presented the action plan to address points 
             raised. Clerk and RFO explained most are already being solved. 
             34/26.4   RFO presented the Annual Governance Statement. Clerk and 
             Chair signed document. 
             34/26.5    RFO presented the accounting statement of the annual return. 
             RFO and Chair signed document.  
             34/26.6    Clerk asked to defer to next meeting as RFO and Clerk busy with 
             Audit. Cllrs in agreement to be brought to next meeting. 
             34/26.7    RFO gave a verbal report regarding the audit and bank 
             signatories. 

35/26     Clerk’s Report              
              35/26.1    Clerk gave a verbal report on joint plan with Sutton Parish.
              Advised we are awaiting available dates from Sutton for a meeting with the 
              RCCE. 
              35/26.2   Clerk presented quotes for a work phone and a new computer. 
              Cllrs took a vote on quotes, 6 votes for and 2 abstained. Cllr Efde proposed 
              an iPhone 16e and a limit of £699 for new computer. Seconded by Cllr 
              McKillop. 
              35/26.3    Clerk gave verbal report regarding new terms for election dates. 
              Due to Rochford district CGR it has been proposed that Barling Magna and 
              other Parishes after elections next year will serve a 3-year term in order to 
              have elections in-line with District by 2030.  


36/26    Correspondence 
             36/26.1     Clerk presented email from Essex South Fundraiser. Cllrs 
             advised they wished to send a donation of £150. Proposed by Cllr 
             McPherson seconded by Cllr Steptoe. Clerk to arrange.  
             36/26.2     Clerk presented email from Basics Essex. Cllrs advised they 
             wished to send a donation of £150. Proposed by Cllr McPherson, seconded
             by Cllr Steptoe. Clerk to arrange. 
             
37/26    Committee reports 
		  37/26.1     Finance Committee – No meeting held.    
	             37/26.2     Clerk presented Wildlife Committee minutes to the council.
             37/26.3     Cllr Efde advised volunteers wish to purchase hazmat suits and 
             gloves for removal of hemlock at the WLR. Cllrs in agreement. 
            37/26.4     Cllr Efde advised some equipment was needed by volunteers. 
            These include first aid boxes, nuts, bolts and screws. Cllrs in agreement. 
            37/26.5    Clerk advised of a quote for the bike shelter. Cllr McPherson 
            advised of funding for this to be installed. Cllr to send information over to 
            Clerk and Clerk to investigate.  
                       
38/26    Policies 
              38/26.1    Asset register – Clerk presented Asset register. Cllr Steptoe
              advised new photos were needed of assets. Clerk to obtain these with
             Chairman. 
              38/26.2    Risk Management Policy – Clerk presented Risk management 
              policy. Chairman signed. Clerk to add to website
             38/26.3     IT Policy – Clerk advised she had found a suitable document on 
             practitioners guide and modified it to suit the Council. Cllrs in agreement. 
             Document signed.  
             38/26.4     Data protection Policy – Clerk presented policy to council. Cllr 
             Efde asked for one change from clerk’s name to current Clerk. Clerk to
             change. Document signed with change marked. 
             38/26.5     Cllr McPherson asked why we have so many policies and would 
             Clerk know what to do if a data breach was to occur. Clerk advised she
             would follow procedures within the policy if such a matter should arise.  
             38/26.6     Cllr McPherson asked if Cllrs had any GDPR training. Clerk 
             advised there is money in the budget for Cllr training. Cllr Steptoe asked 
             Clerk to arrange GDPR training for all Cllrs. 
             38/26.7   Publication Policy – Clerk presented policy to Council. Chair 
             signed document. Clerk to add to website.  
             38/26.8   Data retention policy – Clerk presented policy. Chair signed 
             document. Clerk to add to website. 
                        
39/26    Open spaces
             39/26.1     Village hall – Clerk advised there are a few maintenance issues
             with the hall. Cllr Bright advised he is due to service boiler so will fix issues 
             whilst there. 
             39/26.2     Village hall – Clerk presented quotes for repaint of hall. Cllrs
             agreed quote from GMD decorating. Proposed by Cllr McPherson seconded 
             by Cllr Ashdown. Clerk to advise.   
             39/26.3     The Play space – Cllr Ashdown asked clerk where she was
             regarding the additional play equipment. Clerk advised she will send out 
             dates for a working group to start process for this. 
             39/26.4     The Parry – Cllr McPherson advised maintenance tender keeping
             the Parry in good condition. Wished to update the play equipment in the 
             Parry to. Clerk to add this to working group.  
             39/26.5     Clerk presented quote for removal of dog waste bins at the Parry, 
           play space and Mucking Hall Road once installed. Cllr McPherson asked to 
           see the tenders waste removal licence and once received wished to agree 
           quote. Clerk to obtain this information and send to Cllrs.  
                              
40/26     Community events  
               40/26.1   Best dressed Halloween house – Clerk presented poster. Cllrs 
               agreed for poster to be circulated. 
               40/26.2   Winter quiz night – No updates 
               40/26.3   Photography Competition – Clerk presented poster. Cllrs agreed 
               for poster to be circulated. 
               40/26.4    Christmas Lights Competition – No updates
               40/26.5    Citizen of the year award – Clerk presented poster. Cllrs agreed 
               for poster to be circulated. 
               40/26.6    Christmas hampers – No updates 
               40/26.7    Summer lunch – Cllr McPherson advised will take place on 11th 
              July 2026. 
                                                       
41/26      Planning Matters 
               41/26.1   26/00282/FUL – 66 Little Wakering Road – Cllrs wish to make the
               following comments – Cllrs would like the entrance at the rear not the front. 
               41/26.2   26/00332/LDC – 5 the Crofts Little Wakering Road - No 
              comments to be made.    
              
42/26      Reports of meetings of outside bodies
               42/2.1   Meeting to be held next week  

43/26    Street Lighting 
              43/26.1    No reports made. Cllrs to email clerk if they see any issues. 

44/26     To receive a report from the District Councillors for the area on any 
              matters of interest. 
             44/26.1   District Cllr Efde advised on the following matters: 
· Full Council 
· Committees’ organisation
· Bi election 
             44/26.2   District Cllr McPherson advised on the following matters: 
· Complaints  
· Essex Libraries 
· Health and wellbeing committee 
· Community safety partnership 
· Racing cars 
· Everyone active 
             
45/26   At the Chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 
            meetings. 
            45/26.1   Full Council meeting 9th July 2026 at 7pm.
            45/26.2   Cllr Steptoe advised of new book nooks. Cllr Glover to arrange 
            45/26.3   Cllr Steptoe advised of sign post needing a varnish. Clerk to 
            arrange quotes. 
            

             
                                Exclusion of the press and public

		
46/26    Outstanding Items 
46/26.1   Timesheets received
46/26.2    Cllr Steptoe advised issue has been resolved regarding the drainage issue at the play space. 
46/26.3    Clerk presented report. Cllr McPherson advised she had spoken to parishioner regarding matter. Clerk to investigate insurance. Clerk to write report for next meeting. 

47/26    Contracts 
              47/26.1   No contracts to be discussed at this time. 
              
48/26   Personnel Committee   
                48/26.1    Personnel committee – No meeting held. 


Meeting closed at 8:54 pm
        
  

 
