


BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE BARLING MAGNA WILDLIFE RESERVE COMMITTEE meeting held on Monday 8th June 2026 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Little Wakering Road, Barling Magna, Essex 


Present: -	Councillors McKillop, Efde, Myers, Steptoe 

In attendance: -       Mr Shaw (Volunteer) Mr Goodman (Volunteer)

Admin -	Clerk – Steph Raine  

MINUTES

1/26    The previous Chair to declare the meeting open
	     1/26.1   The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.00 p.m.
	
2/26     To elect a new Chair and Vice Chair for the year of 2026/2027 
              2/26.1   Chair – Cllr Efde was elected – unanimous vote 
              2/26.2   Vice Chair – Cllr Bright was elected – unanimous vote   

3/26     To receive apologies for absence 
             3/26.1   Apologies were received from Cllrs McPherson, Bright and 
             Edmunds. All Cllrs present accepted reasons for absence. 
	   
4/26     To receive declarations of interests in accordance with the Council’s 
            Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance
            Act 1992. 
            4/26.1    All Councillors declared an interest as trustees of Barling Magna 
            Parish Hall.         	   
	    4/26.2   Councillors Steptoe, McKillop and Myers declared an interest 
             as parishioners.
   
5/26     To agree the minutes of the Wildlife Reserve Committee meeting held
            on March 9th 2026.
      5/26.1	 Minutes were agreed as a true record of the previous meeting.
      Proposed by Cllr McKillop, seconded by Cllr Steptoe. 

6/26    The meeting will stand adjourned to permit parishioners of Barling 
            Magna to address the Committee on matters relating to the Wildlife 
            Reserve.
            6/26.1  No one wished to raise any matters. 

7/26    Volunteers Matters – to discuss and make any recommendations to 
           Council. 
	   7/26.1   P.Shaw advised new cockleshell pathway had been laid. Pathway is
            now complete and bedding down nicely.
           7/26.2   P.Shaw advised of volunteer who has delivered some Welk shells to 
           the WLR, they are being displayed near the carpark. Volunteer also brings 
           them provisions. Clerk to ask Council if they wish to send a thank you letter. 
           7/26.3   P.Shaw advised of a stumpery at the WLR. Clerk to receive photos
           and place on website. 
           7/26.4   P.Shaw advised baby kestrels and barn owls have been ringed. 
           Photos were shown to Committee members. Clerk to receive and add to 
           website. 

8/26    Equipment and Expenditure
            8/26.1   P.Shaw advised committee of hemlock growing in WLR. Asked for 
            hazmat suits and masks to remove this correctly. Committee agreed prices to 
            be sent to Clerk to bring to Full Council. 
            8/26.2    P.Shaw advised some nuts, bolts and screws were needed at the 
            WLR. Clerk to receive prices and bring to full Council.  
            8/26.3    Cllr Steptoe asked if a new first aid box had been obtained. P.Shaw 
           advised he will add one to the equipment needed and send price to Clerk.  
           8/26.4    Cllr Steptoe asked about PAT testing. At present all equipment is up 
           to date. Clerk to look at new PAT tester for both the hall and the WLR. 

9/26   Current Topics
           9/26.1	 Essex Steel quotes – Clerk presented bike shed quotes. P.Shaw 
           stated he felt that they are not in keeping with the look of the WLR. Clerk to 
           receive a photo of bike shed that volunteer feels would look better and 
           investigate prices.  
           9/26.2   Tree survey – Clerk presented the tree survey to the Committee. P.Shaw advised there is a polar tree that is dead and is leaning over a pathway. If it should fall could cause damage. Tree survey states this is a low priority, however, Clerk will ask for a quote to have said tree cut down and bring prices to Full Council. 
           9/26.3    Public Liability insurance – Clerk advised that Cllr McPherson asked to check volunteers were covered under our public liability insurance. Clerk advised they are and a certificate of employment liability was sent to P.Shaw to display at the WLR. 
           
         
10/26   To note the date of the next meeting
            10/26.1   Monday the 7th September 2026 at 7pm.  



The Chair declared the meeting closed at 19:49 thanking members and volunteers for their attendance.
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