East of England Ambulance Service Charity – Section 137 Funding Request
The East of England Ambulance Service Charity has written to the Council requesting financial support under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.
The charity supports patients, communities, volunteers and ambulance staff across the East of England by funding projects and services that go beyond those provided through statutory NHS funding. Although the charity operates regionally, it states that the benefits are felt directly within Barling Magna through the ambulance crews, volunteers and residents who rely on these services.
The funding would help support initiatives including:
· Wellbeing facilities and mental health support for ambulance staff. 
· Community Basic Life Support (BLS) and AED awareness training. 
· Early intervention projects for vulnerable residents, such as the "Unmet Needs" programme. 
· The Out-of-Hospital Cardiac Arrest Video CPR initiative, providing live guidance to members of the public performing CPR. 
· Training, equipment, recognition and ongoing support for Community First Responders and volunteers across the region. 
The charity has confirmed that this request is not intended to replace or affect fundraising undertaken by individual Community First Responder groups, as those groups remain responsible for raising funds for their own local operational needs.
The charity advises that any contribution from the Council would help improve patient outcomes, support ambulance staff and volunteers, strengthen community resilience and fund innovative projects that cannot be provided through statutory funding alone.
The Council is asked to consider whether it wishes to make a grant under its Section 137 powers.

