                                BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 13th August 2026, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors Ashdown, Glover, Bright, McPherson, Myers, Efde,
                     McKillop, Edmunds and Steptoe. 
 
Attending:    RFO Emma Terris
                    Clerk Steph Raine
                    District Councillor Daniel Efde
                    District Councillor McPherson
                                         
 
MINUTES 

65/26       The Chair to declare the meeting open
                65/26.1    The Chair declared the meeting open at 7:00pm. 

66/26       To receive apologies for absence
                66/2.1   Apologies were received and accepted from District Cllrs Williams, 
                Marriott and Myers.

67/26        To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s	               Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government
	    	    Finance Act 1992
               67/26.1    All Councillors declared an interest as trustees of Barling
               Magna Parish Hall. 
               67/26.2   Councillors McKillop, Glover, McPherson, Bright, Myers,
               Ashdown, Edmunds and Steptoe declared a financial interest as 
               parishioners. 
               67/26.3   Councillor Efde declared an interest in any matters relating to
               the District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the right to 
               change his mind when the matter is considered by the District Council.
               67/26.4   Councillor McPherson declared an interest in any matters relating 
               to the District Councils. In any planning matter, she reserves the right to 
               change her mind when the matter is considered by the District Council. 
               67/26.5   Cllr Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to 
               Rochford Parish Council and Great Wakering Parish Council. 
               67/26.6    Cllr Efde declared an interest in any matters relating to Foulness 
               Parish Council and Great wakering Parish Council. 
               67/26.7    Cllr Glover declared an interest in Great Wakering Doctors 
               relating to minute number 79/26.1
                         
68/26      To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
  68/26.1      Minutes of Meeting held 9th July 2026 proposed by Cllr 
  Edmunds and seconded by Cllr Ashdown. All Cllrs in agreement as a
  True record of the meeting.



69/26     The Meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling 
              Magna to address the Council (limited to 20 minutes, 5 minutes per 
              speaker) 
              69/26.1    Cllr Glover advised of bush near Mucking Hall Road being cut 
              back. 
               
70/26      Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
              70/26.1   RFO presented payment requests for August 2026 to Cllrs. 
              Proposed by Cllr Efde, seconded by Cllr McKillop. Unanimously   
              Agreed. 
              Payments Authorised 13/08/2026
	Supplier
	Description
	Amount

	PSS Utilities 
	Works at the play space     
	£3,176.41

	Ernest Doe & Sons Ltd
	Nature reserve Maintenance  
	£49.34

	P.Shaw
	Nature Reserve Maintenance    
	£19.97

	Starboard Systems   
	Scribe    
	£734.40

	Npower   
	Streetlights      
	£565.79

	Essex Pension Fund     
	Pension      
	£719.55

	R.Edmunds  
	Fire Security Materials    
	£1,180

	E.Terris   
	Expenses   
	£24.52

	Unity Trust Bank 
	Bank Charges 
	£11.35

	Salaries   
	Staff  
	£2506.94

	
	Total 
	£8,988.27



             70/26.2   RFO presented the reconciliations up to August 2026 to 
             Council. Proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Efde. 
             70/26.3    RFO gave the following verbal report: Unitary bank change over 
             going well and the setup of the savings account with Unitary. 

71/26     Clerk’s Report              
              71/26.1    Clerk presented the action plan to Cllrs. Cllr McPherson asked to
              have target dates added to them. Clerk agreed to add these for next 
              meeting. 
              71/26.2   Clerk presented tree removal quotes for the Play space. Cllrs 
              agreed to quote from Monterose Trees. Clerk to Contact and set date for 
              removal. Proposed By Cllr McPherson and seconded by Cllr Edmunds. 
              71/26.3    Clerk presented tree removal quotes for the Wildlife reserve. Cllrs 
              agreed to quote from Hunter and Sons. Clerk to double check price. 
              Proposed by Cllr McPherson seconded by Cllr Efde. 
              71/26.4   Clerk advised of working Group needed for Council Emergency 
              Plan. Cllrs Efde, Edmunds, McPherson, Bright, McKillop and Steptoe 
              wished to join. Clerk to set date for first meeting. 




72/26    Correspondence 
             72/26.1     Clerk presented thank you letter from Basics Essex. For £150 
             donation. Clerk to add to website. 
             72/26.2     Clerk presented thank you letter from REMAP for £150 donation.
             Clerk to add to website. 
             72/26.3    Clerk presented email from East of England Ambulance Service 
             asking for a donation or grant. Cllrs agreed £150 donation to be sent. 
             Proposed by Cllr Steptoe seconded by Cllr Ashdown. Clerk to arrange 
             Payment. 
           
73/26    Committee reports 
		  73/26.1     Finance Committee – No meeting held.    
	             73/26.2     Wildlife Committee – No meeting held. 
                        
74/26    Open spaces
             74/26.1     Village hall – Clerk asked for the cutting of the Village Hall tree to 
             be deferred to minute number 74/26.5. Due to duel quote being received. 
             74/26.2     Village hall – Clerk presented report for tree to be removed at the
             Village hall, due to overhang on neighbour’s garage. (Separate report 
             circulated) 
             74/26.3     Village Hall – Clerk presented quotes for the removal of the tree. 
             Cllrs agreed to go ahead with quote from Monterose Trees. Proposed by Cllr 
             McPherson seconded by Cllr Efde. Clerk to arrange. 
             74/26.4     The Play space – Clerk advised window cleaner has removed the 
             Graffiti from the play space and the Parry equipment. Cllr McPherson asked 
             Clerk to write a letter of thanks. Clerk to arrange. 
             74/26.5     The Parry – Clerk advised resident had contacted her regarding
             and overhanging tree at the Parry. Clerk presented quote from Essex 
             County Gardens to Cllrs. Cllrs agreed to go ahead with quote. Clerk to 
             arrange.  
             74/26.5     Village Hall – Clerk presented quote for cutting of tree branches 
             at the hall overhanging the pavement. Cllrs in agreement to go ahead with 
             quote from Essex County Gardens. Proposed by Cllr McPherson seconded 
             by Cllr Efde. Clerk to arrange.  
             74/26.6     Wildlife reserve – Clerk presented quote from Lemon Fencing
             regarding the broken fence at the wildlife reserve. Cllrs in agreement to go 
             ahead with quote. Proposed by Cllr Edmunds, seconded by Cllr Steptoe.
             Clerk to arrange.  
                              
75/26     Community events  
               75/26.1   Best dressed Halloween house – No updates. 
               75/26.2   Winter quiz night – Clerk presented fish and chip prices. Cllrs
               happy to go ahead with Rams Plaice. Clerk to Contact. 
               75/26.3   Winter Quiz Night – Clerk asked Cllrs for recommended ticket 
               price. Cllrs wished to keep tickets at £13 per person. Budget set at £175 for 
               prizes. Proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr McKillop. 
               75/26.4   Photography Competition – No updates. 
               75/26.5    Christmas Lights Competition – No updates
               75/26.6    Citizen of the year award – No updates.
               75/26.7    Christmas hampers – No updates 
               75/26.8    Summer lunch – Cllr McPherson advised a good day was had by 
               all, ATF have been booked for next year.  
               
                                                       
76/26      Planning Matters 
               76/26.1   Clerk advised no planning matters received.   
              
77/26      Reports of meetings of outside bodies
               77/2.1   RHALC – the following matters were discussed: 
· Airport committee 
· Vice chairman
· Planning policy 
· CIL Money 
· Invitations to Leigh and Canvey 
· Fees 

78/26    Street Lighting 
              78/26.1    Cllr Ashdown advised of light out. Cllr to email clerk details. Clerk to report. 

79/26     To receive a report from the District Councillors for the area on any 
              matters of interest. 
             79/26.1   District Cllr McPherson advised on the following matters: 
· Communities and housing
· Health and wellbeing 
· Housing  
· Speeding cars  
· Flytipping
· Green belt 
· Great wakering Doctors Surgery
              79/26.2     District Cllr Efde advised on the following matters: 
· Green belt 
· Government and audit 
· Planning 
             
80/26   At the Chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 
            meetings. 
            80/26.1   Full Council meeting 10th September 2026 at 7pm.
            80/26.2   Wildlife Committee meeting 7th September 2026. Clerk to revise 
            start time to 6:15pm. 
            80/26.3   Cllr McPheron asked for the Barling heritage website to be placed 
            on the next agenda. Cllr to send Clerk details. 
            80/26.4   Cllr McPherson asked for the flagpole to be added to the Wildlife
            committee agenda. Clerk to add. 
            80/26.5   Cllr McKillop asked for benches at the Play space to be added to
            the next agenda. Clerk to add. 
            80/26.5   Cllr McPherson asked if a singer could be booked for Christmas 
            this year for CAMEO. Clerk to add to next agenda. 
            80/26.6    Cllr McPherson asked for a possible keep fit event at the Play 
            space. Clerk to add to next agenda.             






             
                                Exclusion of the press and public

		
81/26    Outstanding Items 
81/26.1   Timesheets received
81/26.2    Clerk advised new letter to be sent to resident re encroachment into Parry. Clerk to send once address received. 
81/26.3    Clerk presented report regarding recent incident at the WLR. Clerk to order testing kits for water and create new risk assessment. Proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr McKillop. 
81/26.4    Clerk recommended Council to make WLR committee a delegated Committee. Clerk to investigate this matter further and bring report to next agenda. 

82/26    Contracts 
              82/26.1   No contracts to be discussed at this time. 
              
83/26   Personnel Committee   
                83/26.1    Personnel committee – No meeting held. 


Meeting closed at 8:21 pm
        
  

 
