


BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE BARLING MAGNA WILDLIFE RESERVE COMMITTEE meeting held on Monday 7th September 2026 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Little Wakering Road, Barling Magna, Essex 


Present: -	Councillors McKillop, Efde, Edmunds, Norm, McPherson and Steptoe 

In attendance: -       Mr Shaw (Volunteer) Mr Goodman (Volunteer)

Admin -	Clerk – Steph Raine  

MINUTES

11/26    The Chair to declare the meeting open
	     11/26.1   The Chairman declared the meeting open at 18:29 p.m.  

12/26     To receive apologies for absence 
             12/26.1   An apology was received from Cllr Myers. All Cllrs present 
              accepted reason for absence. 
	   
13/26     To receive declarations of interests in accordance with the Council’s 
            Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance
            Act 1992. 
            13/26.1    All Councillors declared an interest as trustees of Barling Magna 
            Parish Hall.         	   
	    13/26.2   Councillors Steptoe, McPherson, Bright, Edmund and McKillop and
            declared an interest as parishioners.
            13/26.3    Cllr McPherson declared and interest in matters relating to the 
             grant funding. 
            
   
14/26   To agree the minutes of the Wildlife Reserve Committee meeting held
            on June 8th, 2026.
      14/26.1	 Minutes were agreed as a true record of the previous meeting.
      Proposed by Cllr McKillop, seconded by Cllr Steptoe. 

15/26    The meeting will stand adjourned to permit parishioners of Barling 
            Magna to address the Committee on matters relating to the Wildlife 
            Reserve.
            15/26.1   Cllr Mcpherson wished to thank all volunteers for their hard work 
            And dedication to the WLR. 

16/26    Volunteers Matters – to discuss and make any recommendations to 
            Council. 
	   16/26.1   Moth Survey – P.Shaw advised a local teacher came to the reserve
            wanting to study moths. Moth found that wasn’t seen before. Visitor wished to 
            come again. Cllr happy to go ahead.  
           16/26.2   Bat survey – P.Shaw wishes to have a bat survey at the WLR. Clerk 
           to speak to bat society and bring to Octobers meeting. 
           16/26.3   Grass and wildflower survey – P.Shaw asked for a grass and 
           wildflower survey to be conducted. Clerk to take to Full Council meeting with 
           possible costings. 
           16/26.4   Full tree survey – P.Shaw asked for a full tree survey of the WLR. 
           Clerk to investigate costs for this and bring to full Council. Clerk recommended
           that she does not advise for this to go ahead due to possible costs. Cllrs wish 
           to see prices before a decision is made. 
           16/26.5   Use of reserve – P.Shaw advised of groups wanting to use the WLR
           for certain activities. Asked who would need to risk assess areas. Clerk 
           advised she will right up a risk assessment sheet for him to fill out. Also,
           groups will need to send in up-to-date risk assessments completed by 
           themselves to Clerk. 

17/26    Equipment and Expenditure
            17/26.1   Proforma and funding – P.Shaw advised of filled our pro-forma
             Clerk sent via email. Clerk to get these accepted at next Full Council 
             meeting. 
            17/26.2    Petty Cash spend - P.Shaw asked for a petty cash or similar spend 
            at the WLR. Clerk advised of Councils decision to make WLR committee a 
            delegated one and what that would entail. 
            17/26.3    Petty Cash - Clerk asked P.Shaw to send her an estimated figure 
            for expenditure throughout the year and will work with council to agree a
            budget.  
           17/26.4    Petty Cash – Cllr Steptoe advised of a possible solution of a 
           donation, Clerk to investigate the legality of that idea and bring options to full 
           Council. 
           17/26.5    Paint for container refurb – P.Shaw advised specialised paint 
            needed for the container. Clerk asked to send details over via email for 
            agreement at Council meeting. 
           17/26.6    Coded locks for WLR – P.Shaw advised three new locks were 
           needed at the WLR. Clerk asked to send details over for agreement at full 
          Council meeting. 

18/26   Current Topics
           18/26.1	 Cycle shelter funding – Clerk advised awaiting RDC decision once 
           received she will let full Council and volunteers know.   
           18/26.2   Car park fence repair – Clerk admitted she had got confused on this matter and will order parts tomorrow. 
           18/26.3    CCTV update – P.Shaw advised job has not been completed. Clerk to chase vendor and update Council. 
           18/26.4    Flagpole – Clerk advised awaiting the receipt of flagpole, once received clerk will order. 
           18/26.5    Bridge repair – P.Shaw advised of sleepers needed to repair bridge at WLR. Clerk advised to send prices to her. 
           
         
19/26   To note the date of the next meeting
            19/26.1   Monday the 7th December 2026 at 7pm.  



20/26    Exchange of Information
             20/26.1     Cllr McPherson asked about a possible fundraising event at the 
             WLR. Clerk to ask Council at next meeting. 
             20/26.2     Cllr McPherson advised volunteers they can claim some milage 
             Back for travels to and from the WLR. Clerk to investigate this and bring 
             information to Council. 
            20/26.3   Chair left the meeting at 19:02. 



The Vice Chair declared the meeting closed at 19:05 thanking members and volunteers for their attendance.
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