                                BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 10th September 2026 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors Bright, McPherson, Efde, McKillop and Steptoe. 
 
Attending:    RFO Emma Terris
                    District Councillor Daniel Efde
                    District Councillor McPherson

 There were no members of the public in attendance 	
                                         
 
MINUTES 

84/26      The Chair to declare the meeting open
               The Chair declared the meeting open at 7:00pm. 

85/26      To receive apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllrs Ashdown, Glover, Myers and Edmunds and District Cllrs Marriott.

86/26        To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s	               Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government
	    	    Finance Act 1992
               86/26.1    	All Councillors declared an interest as trustees of Barling
               		Magna Parish Hall. 
86/26.2  	Councillors McKillop, McPherson, Bright, Steptoe declared a financial interest as parishioners. 
86/26.3   	Councillors Efde and McPherson declared an interest in any matters relating to the District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the District Council.
               86/26.5   	Cllr Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to 
              		 Rochford Town Council and Great Wakering Parish Council. 
               86/26.6    	Cllr Efde declared an interest in any matters relating to Foulness 
               		Parish Council and Great Wakering Parish Council. 
                         
87/26      To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
87/26.1      The minutes of the meeting held on 13th August 20926 were 
approved as a true record. 

88/26     The Meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling 
              Magna to address the Council (limited to 20 minutes, 5 minutes per 
              speaker) 
              88/26	There were no matters raised by parishioners. 
               
89/26      Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
89/26.1   	The schedule of payments was presented to Councillors and approved. 
Payments authorised
	Supplier
	Description
	Amount

	Site Street
	Domain Renewal
	£90.00

	Peter Shaw
	Expenses
	£18.87

	W&H (Romac) Ltd
	Streetlighting Repair
	£431.52

	Emma Terris
	Expenses
	24.52

	Steph Raine
	Expenses
	£31.32

	East of England Ambulance Service
	Donation
	£150.00

	PKF Littlejohn LLP
	External Audit
	£504.00

	LGPS
	Staff Pension Contributions
	£861.54

	Unity Trust Bank
	Bank Charges
	£10.60

	Salaries and Allowances
	Staff and Councillors
	£3,148.77

	
	Total 
	£5,271.14



89/26.2	The bank reconciliation for August 2026 was received. 
89/26.3	The RFO reported that arrangements to open an Instant Savings Account with Unity Trust Bank were progressing. The RFO advised that the Lloyds Corporate Card has been approved and was expected to arrive within two to three weeks. 
89/26.4	The RFO advised that the AGAR and Conclusion of Audit had been received from the external audit and that an overview of the recommendations raised will be presented to Councillors at the next meeting. The Chair thanked the RFO for the work undertaken in completing the annual return. 
             	          
90/26    Clerk’s Report              
             90/26.1	The Action Plan was presented to Councillors. Clerk resented 
		90/26.2	Barling Heritage Website – Councillors were informed that a
	resident is interested in taking over the website. The Clerk was asked to investigate the most appropriate way forward, including whether the website should be donated or formally transferred to the Parish Council. 
	90/26.3	Waste Removal – Councillors considered obtaining a skip but
agreed that a quotation should be obtained from Nick Winfield and for works to be agreed up to a budget of £250.00. Proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Efde and unanimously carried.
	90/26.4	Social Value Policy – Councillors discussed its wish to support local businesses. The Clerk was asked to investigate a Social Value Policy for future consideration. 
	90/26.5	Dog Waste – Councillors considered the provision of a dog waste bin at the entrance to the footpath. The Clerk was asked to formally write to the landowners/farmers to seek permission for the proposed location. Proposed by Cllr Steptoe and seconded by Cllr McKillip. The vote was two in favour and two against; the Chair exercised the casting vote in favour. Councillors noted the potential ongoing cost to the Parish if the existing informal arrangements ended. 
	90/26.6	Village Hall – Councillors thanked Cllr Bright for repairing the kitchen sink. It was agreed that a laminated sign should be displayed asking users not to pour fat or similar substances down the sink. 

91/26    Correspondence 
91/26.1	The Chair reported that a response had been received from the resident opposite Little Wakering Road regarding slabs placed on the aera. The Chair advised that the Council cannot advise on the legality of the request at this time and that the matter would be brought back to a next meeting as a confidential item. 
        
92/26    Committee reports 
		  92/26.1    	Finance Committee – No meeting held.    
	92/26.2	Wildlife Reserve Committee – It was noted that the Committee met on Monday, 7th September and the minutes had been circulated. 
			
		Councillors were advised that a £5,000 Rochford Community Fund had been approved, which	would contribute towards the provision of a bike rack to be installed at the Wildlife Reserve. 
                        
93/26    Open spaces
93/26.1     	Village Hall – It was noted that work to cut back the vegetation to the top of the shed and the tree had been completed. 
93/26.2    	Frost Fair – Councillors were informed that the Church would not be holding the Frost Fair due to a lack of volunteers. Councillors discussed whether it wished to arrange an alternative event. It was agreed that Councillors did not wish to arrange their own event however, it was proposed by Cllr McPherson and seconded by Cllr Efde that a request for a tractor run would be supported. This was unanimously agreed. 
93/26.3	Play Space – The expenditure to install a bench was approved at a budget of £515.00. Proposed by Cllr Efde, seconded by Cllr McPherson and unanimously carried. It was agreed that the bench should be securely fixed. Cllr McPherson also suggested that a plastic plaque is installed to encourage a ‘talking bench’. 
93/26.4	Outdoor Fitness – Cllr McPherson agreed to obtain a quotation from Yard Fitness.
93/26.5	Car Shows – The Chair reported that both recent evens had been very well attend, with cars having to be turned away. Councillors agreed that the Clerk should write to the organisers to thank them and acknowledge how well organised the events had been and the park had been left in excellent condition with no rubbish left behind. 
93/26.6	The Parry – Cllr McPherson proposed that the Clerk be authorised to purchase a bench up to the cost of £300.00. This was seconded by Cllr McKillop and carried unanimously.  Cllr McPherson agreed to investigate play equipment for the Parish. 
93/26.7	Wildlife Reserve – no further matters were raised. 
                              
94/26     Community events  
               94/26.1   	Best Dressed Halloween House – No update.
               94/26.2 	Winter Quiz Night – Cllr Williams agreed to prepare the questions. The event would take place on Saturday, 14th November 2026. 
               94/26.3 	Photography Competition – No update. 
               94/26.4    	Christmas Lights Competition – No update.
               94/26.5  	Citizen of the year award – No updates.
              94/26.6    	Christmas hampers – No update.
              94/26.7   	Summer Lunch – Cllr McPherson advised that planning for next year is underway. Councillors discussed bringing back the Teddy Bears Picnic.
	94/26.8	Cameo – Councillors agreed to bring back this event. The event will be held on 12th December 2026.  

95/26	Policies 
	95/26.1	The Heath and Safety Policy was approved. Proposed by Cllr Efde, seconded by Cllr McKillop and carried unanimously. 
	95/26.2	The Artificial Intelligence Policy was approved. Proposed by Cllr McKillop, seconded by Cllr Efde and carried unanimously. 		
96/26      Planning Matters 
96/26.1   	Councillors considered Planning Application 26/00649/FUL – Walkers Farm. Councillors considered that the application was in keeping with the existing infrastructure and had no comment to make.  
              
97/26      Reports of meetings of outside bodies
               97/26.1   	RHALC – There was no update 

98/26    	Street Lighting 
98/26.1    The Chair reported a streetlight fault on the corner of Havenside
and Little Wakering Road.  

99/26     To receive a report from the District Councillors for the area on any 
              matters of interest. 
	99/26.1	Cllr Williams reported that a preferred operator, Hackspace, had been selected for The Freight House and thanked those involved in the process.
	99/26.2	Local Plan – Members were advised that the sites remained proposed sites at this stage. A privately commissioned traffic survey had indicated that most junctions were at capacity. The District Council Planning Committee would meet the following week to consider which sites should progress. The Chair referred to the planning policy meeting and advised that he had submitted a question as a member of the public. 
	99/26.3	Cllr McPherson reported that officers from Active Essex, Sport England and another major funder had visited the village in connection with ATF. The model developed locally was being considered for wider promotion because of its sustainability. 
	99/26.4	Cllr McPherson reported on a Discovery Day in Rochford and the Good Life Festival taking place on 22nd September at Ashingdon and East Hawkwell Memorial Hall. 
	                       
100/26   At the Chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 
            	meetings. 
            100/26.1   	No additional items were raised. 
	100/26.2	The next Full Council meeting will be held on Thursday, 8th October 2026 at 7.00 pm.
	100/26.3	The Play Space Working Group would meet on Monday, 5th October 2026. 
             
                                Exclusion of the press and public
		
101/26    Outstanding Items 
101/26.1	The Clerk’s timesheets were received. 
101/26.2	Wildlife Reserve Committee – Councillors considered the formal proposal to change the Wildlife Reserve to a delegated committee. Councillors noted that the Financial Regulations and Standing Orders would need to be amended and brought back to the next meeting. Proposed by the Chair and seconded by Cllr Efde and carried unanimously. 
101/26.3	Council discussed a monthly spending limit of £25 for the delegated committee. 
101/26.4	Councillors noted the NJC 3.3% pay increase that had been agreed to be backdated to 1st April 2026. 

102/26    Contracts 
            	 102/26.1   There were no contracts to be discussed.
              
103/26   Personnel Committee   
                103/26.1    Personnel Committee – No meeting has been held. 


Meeting closed at 8:35 pm
        
  

 
