                                BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 8th October 2026 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors Bright, McPherson, McKillop, Ashdown, Edmunds and 
                     Steptoe. 
 
Attending:    Clerk Steph Raine 
                    RFO Emma Terris
                    District Councillor Williams
                    District Councillor Marriott
                    District Councillor McPherson
                    55 members of public were in attendance	
                                         
 
MINUTES 

104/26    Chairs remarks before the meeting
              104/26.1 Cllr Steptoe addressed the meeting before its start and advised of 
               the following matters: 
· Council are only consultees and can either agree or not agree with planning matters. 
· Council can let RDC know their thoughts on the application. 
· Cllr Steptoe asked members of the public to try and not repeat objections due to time limits on speaking. 
· Any questions are to be directed to the chair
· Councillors present must not be pre-determined until it is time to debate
· Council must listen to all evidence and make a decision
· Once members of the public have had a chance to speak, the meeting will revert back to formal meeting for council debate
· Asked members of the public when debate is happening to please not interrupt
· Clerk is recording this meeting on a mobile device to obtain accurate minutes. 
                104/26.2 Cllr McPherson asked Chair if a list of reasons Council are able 
                to use as objections can be given and added to by the members of public. 
                Cllr Steptoe agreed. 

105/26   The Chair to declare the meeting open
              105/26.1 The Chair declared the meeting open at 7:04pm. 

106/26      To receive apologies for absence
106/26.1 Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllrs Glover, Myers and District Cllr Myers. Cllr Efde running late due to other commitments.





107/26      To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s	               Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government
	    	    Finance Act 1992
               107/26.1 All Councillors declared an interest as trustees of Barling
               Magna Parish Hall. 
107/26.2 Councillors McKillop, McPherson, Bright, Steptoe, Ashdown and
Edmunds declared a financial interest as parishioners. 
107/26.3 Councillor McPherson declared an interest in any matters
relating to the District Councils. In any planning matter, she reserves the
right to change her mind when the matter is considered by the District 
Council.
               107/26.5 Cllr Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to 
               Rochford Town Council and Great Wakering Parish Council. 
                         
108/26    To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
108/26.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 10th September 2026 were 
               approved as a true record. Proposed by Cllr McKillop 
               seconded by Cllr McPherson.

109/26    Chair proposal to move item 120/26 forward on the agenda. Seconded by Cllr 
               McPherson. Vote taken unanimous agreement. 

110/26   Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council.
              110/26.1 Cllr McPherson asked members of the public if majority were here 
              for the planning matter in item 120/26 a unanimous agreement was made.
              110/26.2 Cllr McPherson advised of the following reasons for objection on
              this matter: 
· Development outside settlement boundary. Fits in with certain policies CP1, CP2, CP3 and national planning framework. 
· Harm to rural character and landscape 
· Premature erosion of local plan strategy
· Highway safety concerns 
· Inadequate infrastructure capacity, schools, GP, drainage, local road network.
· Surface water and flood risk, previous consultation paper and environment agency at edge of flood zone, ECC will have to make a plan to mitigate more flooding risk. Making this a key concern and it can become very costly for the development to take place. 
· Biodiversity net gain and ecological impact 
· Loss of agricultural land 
· Loss of affordable housing.
              110/26.2 Cllr Steptoe asked members of the public if they wished to add 
              anything. 
              110/26.3 Parishioner 1 advised of the following issues: 
· Development will take the land that stops flooding coming onto streets and ditches.
· Concerns over pumping station in Kimberly Road not coping with the flood water. 
· Parishioner asked if Anglian water would update pumping station. 
             110/26.4 Cllr Steptoe agreed something could be added to objections and 
             asked all members of public to raise their own objections as well as the 
             Council. 
             110/26.5 A question was asked if objections would be taken into account 
             with the number of villagers in parish. 
          110/26.6 Parishioner 2 advised of the following concerns: 
· Pumping station working at 100% capacity and has been for the past
20 years with non return valves and water run off being a huge concern. 
· Height and scale of buildings overlooking parishioners house stopping privacy. 
· The effect on nursing home with parking for staff
· Parking issues already an issue along road for residents
          110/26.7 Cllr Steptoe advised he asked District Cllr Williams to investigate if 
          previous planning permission for parking spaces would be interrupted with the 
          new buildings. Cllr Williams advised he is awaiting a response. 
         110/26.8 District Cllr Williams advised that waste management was not a 
          reason to object against planning. 
          110/26.9 Cllr Steptoe added to the point Cllr Willaims made by advising 
          residents that it cannot be an objection as government would have to increase
          capacity. Two new pumping stations built for the star lane development. 
          110/26.10 Cllr McPherson added that waste water and flooding would come
          under ECC flood authority. 
          110/26.11 Cllr Steptoe advised they are aware of the issue and will raise it 
          under Council objections. 
          110/26.12 Parishioner 2 added the risk to emergency services who frequent
          the nursing home regularly, development and lack of parking could cause 
          issues. Cllr Steptoe advised this was already on the list of objections. 
          110/26.13 Parishioner 3 stated buildings would sit directly behind his back 
           fence causing shade in his garden. Parishioner 4 added to this that as 
           residents of 60 plus years they feel their gardens will suffer due to no sunlight 
           and this is unfair and should be revised. 
           110/26.14 Parishioner 5 advised of meetings at the nursing home where they
           are forced to double park. Causing issues if development is agreed. 
           110/26.15 Parishioner 6 asked if that land was greenbelt. Cllr Steptoe 
           discussed grey and green belt with members of the public and advised 
           government may state land is grey belt. 
           110/26.16 Parishioner 7 asked if a shadowing survey had been done, Cllr 
           Steptoe advised he is unaware of such a survey taking place. 
          110/26.17 Parishioner 8 asked if this development is agreed will this set a 
          precedent for other developments on the same field. Members of the 
          agreed with this statement. 
         110/26.18 A number of highway concerns were raised, Cllr Steptoe advised 
         these were on the list of objections. 
         110/26.19 Parishioner 9 asked if this does not get approved could the public 
         asked for the land to be converted into a garden for the nursing home. Cllr 
         Steptoe advised there would have to be a certain amount of space for amenity 
         space available for the home. 
         110/26.20 Parishioner 10 advised of issue last July when a fire broke out in 
          one of the fields and emergency services were unable to gain access due to 
          traffic on the road. 
         110/26.21 Parishioner 2 advised that traffic survey in planning application was 
         taken from 2018 and is out of date, does not reflect the current standing of 
         traffic use. Cllr Steptoe advised this is on the list to be taken forward. 
         110/26.22 Parishioner 11 stated the concern for bus service as limited at the 
         moment, would additional traffic cause a concern for this route. Cllr Steptoe
         advised bus service falls in same category as emergency services. 
         110/26.23 Parishioner 12 added that most houses have more then one car but 
      only one space on planning application. Where will the other cars go, Cllr 
      Steptoe advised that planning applications must allow for 2.6 car spaces per 
      property. 
      110/26.24 District Cllr Williams advised that a traffic survey was initiated on 
      district and Barling and Wakering have insufficient data due to use of tom tom. 
      110/26.25 Cllr Ashdown advised that due to developments on Barrow Hall Road 
       it has caused the road to become like the M25 at times along with Shopland Hall
      Road. Clearly not sufficient roads for new developments. 
      110/26.26 Cllr McPherson clarified to members of the public that they are able to 
      use the following objections:
· Significant loss of light and shadowing if living spaces are affected. 
· Gardens shadowing causing issues to wellbeing areas
· If internet is not accessible parishioners are able to write into Council by the 26th or hand into Parish Council to pass over to RDC. 
     110/26.27 Parishioner 13 added strain on GP surgery which is already at capacity
     and hard to get appointments, especially with a vulnerable community. Cllr 
     Steptoe advised this is on the list and the knock-on effect this will have on our 
     hospitals and emergency services. 
     110/26.28 Cllr Steptoe and Williams advised the members of public that a petition
     would only count as one objection. 
     110/26.29 Parishioner 14 added the stress on the wildlife such as foxes, rats, 
     pheasants etc.  
     110/26.30 Parishioner 2 states that proximity to back fence is 2ft from where the 
      plans state buildings will be placed. Cllr Steptoe advised it has to be a meter 
      away. 
     110/26.31 Parishioner 15 stated the applicant is a developer from Cyprus and 
     owns the freehold of the nursing home, also a subsidiary company that’s linked to 
     the virgin islands, parishioner asks if this could be money laundering. Cllr Steptoe 
     advised this is not a relevant planning objection and cannot be used as such. 
    110/26.32 Parishioner 16 asked if there were roadway or landscaping plans
    added to the development as none can be seen on RDC website. Cllr Steptoe 
    advised this is something Council can raise. 
   110/26.33 Cllr McPherson added to this stating that roads created would need to 
    be checked as could become dangerous. Must have specific site lines when 
    coming out from a junction. 
    110/26.34 Parishioner 17 added that he has horses within the field at the back,
    concerned for their welfare and other animals. Stated he would have to move 
    them or reinforce fences to keep them in. Cllr Steptoe advised adding this to his 
    objection and Council will take note. Parishioner added that he knows that 
    slowworms are present in that field, and they are considered an endangered 
    species. 
    110/26.35 Parishioner 18 asked about light pollution from the houses. Cllr Steptoe
    advised this is a concern the Council can raise and will add to list. 
    110/26.36 Parishioner 19 raised concerns for other road users and pedestrians, 
    especially nursery and school children, Cllr Steptoe stated we can add this to 
    highways objection. 
   110/26.37 Parishioner 20 added she had placed her objection in but has not yet 
   been loaded to planning site. Cllr Williams advised this has been raised today 
   there is a delay onto site due to keeping objections within scope of planning regs
   and will investigate the time limit for this. Parishioner added that if time limit is 
   reached and still not uploaded will they still count as an objection. Cllr Steptoe 
   advised as long as it’s in before 23rd they will still be counted. 
   110/26.38 Cllr Steptoe believes most of the objections have been heard and asked 
   if any other member of the public wishes to raise anything. No hands were shown. 
   Cllr Steptoe asked the ward Cllrs if they wished to add anything.  
   110/26.39 District Cllr Williams added information regarding a local plan, and it 
   being held up. RDC told 15,000 houses needed, RDC advised only 8000 needed 
   and Reform administration submitted 5500. Government intervened and rejected 
   this. Cllr Williams advised if all plots go through this including countless others 
   have outline planning permission so would not be able to be stopped. 
   110/26.40 District Cllr Marriott thanked everyone who has emailed her, due to 
   conflict of interest she must remain as not predetermined, states government keep 
   changing rules but will ask for this particular application to come forward for debate 
   at committee meeting. Cllr Marriott also stated on the bright side this application 
   has been refused once so can be refused again. 
   110/26.41 Cllr McPherson added the flooding is her main concern and asked 
    members of the public if the list of objections were to be posted online if this would 
    be helpful. Member of public agreed. Clerk to add to social media sites. 
   110/26.42 Parishioner 21 asked what timelines were for approval/refusal. Cllr 
   Steptoe advised he thinks 8 weeks after consultation process. Cllr Williams 
   advised 13 weeks, if no determination applicant can go straight to appeal for non-
   determination. 
   110/26.43 Cllr Steptoe advised members of the public that Council will now debate 
    this matter. 

111/26 Planning matters – 26/00617/OUT – land rear of 387 to 411 Little 
            Wakering Road 
   111/26.1 Cllr Steptoe reminded Council members that they have two options, 
   to object, to not object. Council must be aware that if planning application should
   be approved the Council must think about what they can do to mitigate any effects 
   of the planning. Cllr Steptoe advised of s106 agreement and reminded members of 
   the public to please not interrupt whilst debate is taking place. 
   111/26.2 Cllr McKillop stated she agreed with all objections put by members of the 
   public and recommended that all objections were put forward to RDC. 
   111/26.3 Cllr McPherson produced list of reasons for objection and asked clerk to 
    circulate to councillors and on social media. Clerk agreed. 
   111/26.4 Cllr Steptoe advised of rural exceptions policy brought forward by RDC 
   and set aside a number of properties for local people should the development be 
   agreed. 
   111/26.4 Cllr Ashdown wishes to make the flooding an important objection due to 
   experiencing this issue herself. 
   111/26.5 Cllr Edmunds agrees that this area is known for flooding, Cllr McPherson
   adds that water gathers there and is and entry and exit for flood waters. 
   111/26.6 Cllr Steptoe proposed to take onboard all objections and write to RDC 
   with these. Seconded by Cllr McKillop. Vote taken unanimous result. 
   111/26.7 Cllr Steptoe adjourns meeting to allow members of the public to leave if 
   they wish to do so, states they are welcome to stay if they wish. 7:56pm.

Meeting resumes at 8:02, 2 members of public remain and Cllr Efde enters meeting. 
          
               
112/26     Planning matters 
    112/26.1 Reg 19 – Cllr Steptoe advised of reg 19 consultation. 
    Government have paused the regulation. Asked how Council wish to go ahead 
    should this come through do Council wish to seek legal advice. 
    112/26.2 Cllr Efde advised that reg 19 is about legality of sites no consultation will 
     be in place. These are imposed houses. 
    112/26.3 Cllr Steptoe asked Council if they wish to seek professional advice. 
    112/26.4 Cllr Ashdown asked if there was any reason due to them being imposed. 
    112/26.5 Cllr McKillop asked if there are limited people (350) on RDC housing
    register what is the need for all these sites. 
    112/26.6 Cllr Efde proposed Council work with other Councils to employ legal 
    representative to investigate reg 19 consultation and formulate a response. Cllr 
    McPherson seconded this on the basis that RHLAC take the lead on this. 

113/26      Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
     113/26.1 The schedule of payments was presented to Councillors and approved. 
Payments authorised
	Supplier
	Description
	Amount

	P.Shaw
	Equipment 
	£94.37

	P.Shaw
	Expenses
	£77.42

	Unity Bank 
	Bank charges 
	£11.05

	LGPS 
	Pension
	£743.21

	MPE Alarms
	Alarm maintenance 
	£24.00

	R.Edmunds
	Noticeboards 
	£80.00

	Salaries 
	Staff Salaries 
	£2,578.87

	
	Total 
	£3,608.92



        113/26.2 The bank reconciliation for September 2026 was received. 
        113/26.3 The RFO stated all financial matters are in good standing. Budget will 
         need to be decided soon. She will send out dates for Finance committee 
         meeting. 
             	          
114/26    Clerk’s Report              
        114/26.1 Clerk presented list of outstanding items. Cllrs happy with 
        progress. 
	        114/26.2 Clerk presented Quote received from CView regarding remote access
        to cctv at the WLR. Council happy to proceed with quote. Clerk to contact 
        vendor. 
         114/26.3 Clerk advised that date had been set for the removal of tree at the 
         Village Hall and the Play space 14th October. She advised that all parishioners
         within close proximity of the trees have been notified of works taking place and 
         possible noise. 
         114/26.4 Due to the Barling Heritage website not being ready to change hands 
         this has been deferred to the next meeting. 
         114/26.5 Clerk presented the quote for change over of Council emails, Cllr 
          Steptoe asked for this to be deferred to Finance committee to incorporate into 
         the budget. Cllrs in agreement. 




115/26    Correspondence 
          115/26.1 Clerk presented letter written by Judith Smith thanking Council for 
          the use of chairs and tables to raise money for Macmillan. Judith raised £3000 
          and gave a donation of £100 to the Council. Clerk advised she has emailed 
          Judith to thank her for the donation. It was agreed to donate the money back 
          next year to buy supplies for the coffee morning.  
        
116/26    Committee reports 
	           116/26.1 Finance Committee – No meeting held.    
           116/26.2 Wildlife Reserve Committee – No meeting held. 
                        
117/26    Open spaces
            117/26.1 Village Hall – Cllr Steptoe advised of drainage issue in the kitchen. 
            Cllrs in agreement to hire a plumber if needed. 
            117/26.2 Play space - Clerk presented recommendations made by working
             group for the play space. The recommendations are as follows: 
· Change play space freehold over to COI charity for better funding options
· Pay for the parry play equipment through funding or precept
· Add inclusive disability play equipment into both areas
· Clerk to investigate disability charities and ask for advice on best equipment or funding options 
· Add exercise equipment to the parry 
· Contact nursery and school to create a competition for children to create their playground, trophy prize for best class and plaque in both areas, donation of £25. 
             117/26.3 The Council agreed to the following matters and clerk to arrange. 
             117/26.4 The Parry – Cllr McKillop stated she was approached by
             parishioner regarding upkeep. Clerk to investigate this matter further. 
117/26.5 Wildlife Reserve – no further matters were raised. 
                              
118/26     Community events  
               118/26.1   	Best Dressed Halloween House – clerk to create voting form 
               and send to Cllrs. 
               118/26.2 	Winter Quiz Night – Cllr McKillop advised all tables sold and food orders taken.  
               118/26.3 	Photography Competition – No update. 
               118/26.4    Christmas Lights Competition – No update.
               118/26.5  	Citizen of the year award – No updates.
               118/26.6    Christmas hampers – No update.
               118/26.7   	Summer Lunch – No update. 
	 

119/26	Rural exception site  
	119/26.1 Clerk presented report regarding meeting with RCCE and Sutton
               parish Council. 
	119/26.2 Clerk presented new letting policy created by RDC. 
               119/26.3 Clerk presented new Rural exception site policy created by RDC. 
               119/26.4 Clerk asked Council what they wished to do regarding building another development for local people. It was agreed that another RCCE meeting would be of use for members. Clerk to arrange this. 	
	
120/26      Planning Matters 
120/26.1 This matter was moved to the beginning of the meeting and notes 
are at the top of the minutes.  
              
121/26      Reports of meetings of outside bodies
               121/26.1   	RHALC – Meeting to be held soon.  

122/26    Street Lighting 
122/26.1    No streetlights reported. 

County Councillor James Cottis enters the meeting at 8:44  

123/26     To receive a report from the District Councillors for the area on any 
              matters of interest. 
	123/26.1 Cllr McPherson reported on the following matters: 
· Women and girls’ safety charter 
· Second lowest crime rates in greater Essex 
	123/26.2 Cllr Efde reported on the following matters: 
· Reg 19 
· Green bins 
· Stages of planning 
	123/26.3 Cllr Marriott had no other items to mention  
	123/26.4 Cllr Cottis reported on the following matters: 
· Highways 
· Potholes 
	                       
124/26   At the Chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 
            	meetings. 
            100/26.1 Full Council meeting to be held on 12th November 2026 at 7pm.






















             
                                Exclusion of the press and public
		
125/26    Outstanding Items 
125/26.1 The Clerk’s timesheets were received. 
125/26.2 Clerk presented terms of reference and scheme of delegation to 
Council. Council happy to proceed. Clerk to work with RFO to change 
Financial Regulations. 
125/26.3 Clerk presented report including legal advice obtained regarding
 encroachment onto parry. Clerk to write to parishioner with Councils 
response. 
125/26.4 Clerk presented email from Havenside parishioner. Clerk to write 
to Sanctuary housing and parishioner with Councils decision on this matter. 

126/26    Contracts 
            	 126/26.1 Clerk discussed bin delivery with Council. Chair happy to accept delivery. 
              
127/26   Personnel Committee   
                103/26.1    Personnel Committee – No meeting has been held. 


Meeting closed at 21:06 pm
        
  

 
